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GODLY SORROW. 


“cc ? 


GopLy sorrow ” is the feeling of grief at having sinned against 
God. Our Saviour has well described it in the parable of the 
prodigal son :—‘I will arise and go unto my Father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” What more suita- 


ble than the expression of such a feeling toward our heavenly 





Father, whose service we have forsaken, like prodigal children, 
by transgressing his commandments? Godly sorrow differs from 
the sorrow of the world in this, that God is not in the thoughts of 
the world. Or if he be, it is chiefly in the aspect of Sovereign, or 
) Judge, not that of Father. The sorrow of the world arises from 
fear of the consequences of sin to themselves, or it is a sorrow al- 
lied only to vexation, remorse, or despair; it does not find an out- 
let through which it flows to God as its object, but is pent up and 
rages within the soul. An apprehension of the punishment of 
transgression is indeed perfectly natural and proper. The Scrip- 
tures again and again present considerations to excite it. The 
value of such an apprehension lies chiefly in arousing the mind 
from its unreflecting, torpid state, and putting it in the way to be 
influenced to genuine grief toward God our Father. But if the 
mind is affected no further than to feel sorrow on account of hav- 
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ing done what deserves punishment, even though its convictions on 
this point might be overwhelming, 
of the numerous sins of a long life was worthy of infinite punish- 


ment, it would be only the sorrow of the world. 
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though it 


w admits of degrees. | 


1 out like water, 
run streams of tears. On the other hand, it has 
e that many Christians, who certainly have borne 
repentance, have had their doubts whether they ever 


1e emotion of godly sorrow. Much depends on tem- 
‘ther it be sanguine, or the opposite. Some are by 

~ affected: tense encing op at o ond ol ‘ 

y allected ; tear spring up at will, and aimost 
The heart of others is like a sealed fountain; they 
world for the relief of a tear, but their wishes are 
will powerless. “If there be a willing mind, it is 
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feel that each 
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be intense in its first 
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accepted according to what a man hath, and not according to what 
he hath not.”” A susec ptibility to grief is however doubtless be- 
stowed by the Creator on every human bei In the very same 
person in childhood it was strong and lively, when in after-life he ’ 
may seem to be destitute of it, the feelings having grown blunt by 
the rude contact of the world, or become weak and languid through 
the strength of the other passions which have been so much more 
exercise The suscept y to tender sorrow may still exist, after 
all, and only needs to be awakened | cultivated. Our hearts 
having become ce a well filled with stones until they have risen 
above the face of the water, we mus he stones out, must 
purify « ely and then ill there be a ply of genuine feel- 
n ( ! ire ry, and il 1 t vets 

It w t d aw I er stre vely, our 

SCC ) \ row for ir Ss came e world to 
manites er and die for Che 5 en Son, he 
hath cde lather There never was revelation of 
the F Jesus made him known. It was the remem- 
brance of a father that encouraged the | gal son to return, 
and it is the thought of our Father in heaven, as Jesus has revealed 
him, that touches the springs of feeling in the soul of the sinner. 
And who can look on another, suffering for our sakes, and not feel ? 
iy hold Jesus on tne cross tas r at ith ior every man. Behold 
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him wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities. It 
was thy going astray, my soul, that brought him to such sorrows ; 
thy deliverance, for which he patiently endured the scourge, when 
worse than those stripes might justly be inflicted on thee; thy 
cleansing and healing from spiritual maladies, for which he shed 


his precious blood. Nothing but this could adequately testify the 


Divine love to thee in the midst of thy hardness and impenitence 
of heart, nothing but such a spectacle speak forth the evil of sin, 
nothing but those moral influences which go forth from his cross 
rouse, renew, sanct fy and save thee. Canst thou look on all this 
with indifference? ‘Thou mayst in thy indifference turn away, 


but thou canst not steadfast] 


y look upon it and not feel. I have 


seen the person past the middle of life, who for years seemed to 
himself to be given over to hardness of heart, but the fountain of 
whose sensibilities was now full as in childhood, and the change 
was produced chiefly through the contemplation of Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God, and Saviour of the world. In him was 
confirmed the declaration of St. Paul—* If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature.”’ He had fresh sensibilities, as though new- 
born, as though again a child. He loved to dwell on those points 


in the life and character of Christ, which brought him into sympa- 


thy with his Saviour; and the spirit of Christ, the tenderness and 


filial temper of Jesus. became his own. 
For tl ( tivation of go lly sorrow there is still another means 
—the influences of the holy spirit of God. ‘To those who ask in 


the Redeemer’s name, with a perception of their need of spiritual 
aid, and with desire to put away sin and become holy, shall be 


given, when they ask, the promised Comforter and Helper. The 


Spirit’s influences, like the south wind, united with the beams of 
the Sun of righteousness, shall melt away the ice from around the 


heart, and the unbound waters shall flow onward in their healthful 


course. 
Having considered the nature of godly sorrow, its different de- 


grees, and the proper means of cherishing it and giving it depth 
and strength, let us now regard its efficacy. It ‘* worketh repent- 


ance unto salvation.” by repentance is meant in the original 


Scriptures, not sorrow, not regret, but a change of mind, a change 


of purpose and cliaracter in those who had before been sinners. 
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The idea of sorrow has its appropriate word, which is found in the 
phrase, ‘“‘ godly sorrow.” ‘The idea of regret has also its appro- 
priate word, as found in the phrase, “ repentance not to be repent- 
ed of,” that is, not to be regretted, not to be filled with remorse about, 
not to be wished undone. The two words which are both trans- 
lated, to repent, are clearly distinguished in the original, and ought 
to be so distinguished in our minds, the one meaning regret, which 
may or may not be followed by right purposes and obedience, and 
the other meaning that obedience itself as included in the change 
of mind or purpose, and growing out of it. Repentance therefore, 
as distinguished both from sorrow and from regret or remorse, 
and meaning a change in the soul’s purposes from sin to holiness, 
and in the life from transgression to obedience, this proceeds from 
godly sorrow. “For behold,” saith the Apostle, ** behold this self- 
same thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you; yea, what clearing of yourselves, what indigna- 
tion [at sin,] what fear [of future offence,] what vehement desire 
[of purity,] what zeal [forthe honor of the Christian name,] what 
revenge [as manifested in putting away the evil-doer from their 
midst, until he should repent!”] Genuine grief at having sinned 
against our Father in heaven influences the mind to strong deter- 
mination to abandon sin, and decision of purpose is as necessary 
in the pursuit of holiness as in the pursuit of any other good. No 
man will forsake his sins, until, like the prodigal, he comes to him- 
self, and says, ‘I will arise.’ 

If you are a parent, and your child having been disobedient is 
sincerely sorry, you feel that you have in his grief some security 
against a repetition of the offence. You may not be sure that he 
will never offend again, but you feel encouraged that his sorrow 
will be followed by a deliverance from his fault at least for some 
time to come. Nothing gives you more satisfaction, nothing more 
unites your heart to the child, than to know that he is truly peni- 
tent fora fault. And though you will not make a flood of tears 
the only sign of real grief, nor think that he is without sorrow un- 
less his sensibilities are very deeply affected, you will rejoice at 


every manifestation of the emotion as connected with subsequent 





amendment. So does God look down from heaven upon the man 


that is poor and of a contrite spirit. A broken spirit is the sacri- 
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fice most acceptable to him. He beholds in the penitent heart the 
workings of a change from sin to holiness. In the exercise of 
penitence itself, holiness and obedience have begun. That suppli- 
cation, ** God be merciful to me a sinner,” has been answered in 
the free forgiveness of sin, and in redemption, through the aids 
granted in Christ Jesus, from the power of sin. 

Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation—to deliverance 
from sin to holiness and from misery to blessedness, because the 
manifestation of our heavenly Father’s forgiving love through Je- 
sus Christ inspires a hatred of sin, and a vehement desire to please 
him. When a child has offended his earthly parent, too often does 
the parent not lift on his penitent child the smile of free and full 
forgiveness, but displeasure lingers long on the countenance, and 
the child feels he cannot please his parent, is discouraged, is without 
that strong motive and impulse which are furnished by a parent’s 
freely flowing love. God reveals his face to the truly penitent 
with no trace of displeasure left behind. He has shown himself 
in Christ Jesus reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them. And having made him to be in effect “sin 
for us, who knew no sin,” he hath made us * the righteousness of 
God in him”’—hath made us righteous through the help extended 
in Jesus Christ, especially through those sufferings which he en- 
dured when the sins of others nailed him to the cross, and when 
he was treated by others as though he himself were a sinner. A 
new life-giving, spiritual principle, for whose operation in our hearts 
we are indebted to the ministry and ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,—* the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,’”—hath de- 
livered us from the dominion of sin, and made us alive unto God, 
when we had been dead in tresspasses and sins,—* hath made us 
free from the law of sin and death.” 

“The sorrow of the world worketh death.” Regarding only 
the consequences of sin, and overlooking its nature, it of course 
produces no change in the character of the mind, and in the in- 
ward disposition in respect to sin, but leaves the soul as really un- 
der the dominion of sin as ever. If it produces an outward 


amendment, the works are ‘‘ dead works,’ because disconnected 





from the principle which gives them life; the obedience is me- 
chanical and forced by a power from without, it is not the spon- 
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righteousness,” but beats upon the soul with the violence of a tem- 
pest, and strews ruin in its course. ‘The soul not recognising the 
hand of a Father in the chastisement, becomes more and more 
alienated from him, and there daily settles upon it a deeper 
death. 
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MENTAL AND MORAL ATTRACTION. 

Att wisdom, virtue and piety, all attainments of the mind, are 
governed by a law of attraction similar to that which exists in the 
material world. The earth being larger than any object on its sur- 
face, all things are by the law of attraction kept secure in their 
places; and on the same principle that large bodies attract those 
that are smaller, the great mind attracts to itself the attainments 
of smaller minds. With what facility does it absorb the wisdom 
of the world, how easily it collects the tribute of all past ages, 
how naturally all things animate and inanimate become its teach- 
ers, how readily do all departments of nature yield to such a mind 
the secrets of their phenomena. Avs it increases its wisdom it goes 
on enlarging the circle of its attraction, till it gathers to itself all 
the treasures of history and philosophy, all that sages have written 
or poets sung. 

All moral and religious attainments have a tendency to increase 
in the same ratio, or are governed by the same law. The greater 
they are, the wider is the circle of their attraction. How does the 
virtuous and pious soul draw out of all things that which will nourish 


its piety and 


virtue. How does it make even the most adverse cir- 
cumstances of life contribute to its growth. How does it appro- 
priate to itself the thoughts and aspirations of saints and martyrs. 
How does it seize upon all that is beautiful and sublime in nature, 
upon all that is disinterested and heroic in human life. 

Truly “‘to him that hath shall be given.” Not asa special or 
occasional gift, but through the constant operation of a natural law. 
In all worldly matters this truth is admitted and practically applied. 
Every one knows that the tendency of wealth to accumulate is in 
exact proportion to the amount possessed ; and that the less a man 
has, the harder he finds it to get more, the harder he finds it to 
preserve even the little which he has. Now in view of these facts 
how do men act? All who know the value and uses of property 
endeavor to employ it in that manner in which they think it will 
yield the greatest profit. The man who has much does not expect 
to retain what he has, nor to get more, without some exertion. Nor 


does the man who has little cease from his efforts because he finds 
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it difficult to keep what he has or because his gains are small. 
No; each uses what he has as the means of obtaining more. Day 
by day, little by little, does the work of accumulation go on. No 
opportunity is neglected, no labor is thought too severe by those 
who would obtain wealth and who understand the law of its in- 
crease. Nothing is wasted, nothing is left unused. The smallest 
sums are thrown into the capital stock, to swell the amount and 
thus increase its attracting or accumulating power. 

Would that men were equally wise in regard to mental and 
moral attainments. The amount would soon be increased be- 
yond all calculation. But here they generally pursue an opposite 
course. Like the man in the parable who received the one talent, 
they neglect the means which they possess for acquiring more. 
“The genius that runs to waste in a Byron or a Bonaparte is a me- 
teor that startles the world with its obliquity, but how many one 
talents, how many moderate abilities, gifts and opportunities are 
squandered unobserved and unreproved.” How many say to 
themselves: ‘! have but little education, but little moral power, or 
mental ability, and it will be in vain that | strive to elevate myself 
in these respects. Others have advantages which I can never hope 
to possess, | can only keep along where I am.’ How many become 
discouraged in their first efforts because these efforts are not at- 
tended with greater success. They begin tostruggle against temp- 
tations, they make good resolutions, they persevere for a while in 
the high course which they have marked out, but soon fail because 
their progress is so slow, and that of others is so much more rapid. 
How natural is the tendency of such minds to lose even what they 
have already acquired. ‘They cannot reasonably expect a small 
capital to increase as fast as one that is larger. If they would 
continue to resist temptation, they would find their strength 
grow by each successive effort, till evil would finally lose its 
power over them. If they would increase their mental, moral and 
religious attainments, they must accumulate these treasures as the 
man of wealth does his; not overlooking the smallest means, not 
neglecting the least opportunity of adding to their present stock 
of knowledge, virtue, or piety. Every good effort, however feeble, 
will receive in moral power a compound interest. It is so much 


added to our moral capital or spiritual strength. It is interest ad- 
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All obstacles give way before the active, persevering mind. 
This is indeed the law of God’s providence. He always “ helps 


those who he p themselves. On the other hand, no sooner do we 


neglect our powers ¢ yur means of progress, than the y be gin to 


diminish. When we begin to fail, every thing seems to be against 
us, every thing seems to conspire to fall upon and crush us. Have 


we not ail observed or experienced numerous examples of this 
truth? O how important at such a time is every step which we 
take. How important, that we gird up our strength and go forth 


1] 


again to meet the enemy that has overcome us. Our downward 


progress is illustrated by the law of all falling bodies ; their mo- 
tion is always in the rat f the distance they have fallen. 
We have said, that God helps those who help themselves; and 


we think if this truth we more enerally understood, men would 


compiain I ss of t own 1a re and of others’ success. liow 
often have we seen persons who began life with similar capacities 
and means of pi ess forming entirely opposite « haracters; some 
rising to the h anest, oO hers sink ng to the iowest places of society, 


some to wealth and distinction, others to poverty and obscurity, 


some to @! t mental and moral attainments, others to the de pths 
of ignorance and sin. Yet how common it is for those who are 
falling to complain of those who are rising, to murmur at the une- 
qual allotments of Providence, and to impute their failure to any 
other than the true caus their neglect of the talents and means 


which they have possessed. ‘They have not complied with the 


conditions—constant watchfulness and perseverance, on which God 
has made success to depend. Ile gives his a d and strength to 


We find a general istration of this truth, in he progress of 


man from barbarism to civilization. At first, with little or no 


worid all the means which we possess in the highest state of civill- 
ition. Whence then the difference between his state and ours? 
It les in the ise of these means. VW e, by the exercise of our 
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mental powers, bring all the elements into our service. We make 
them grind our corn, spin and weave our cloth, and multiply innu- 
merable comforts and luxuries for us. So far as we comply with 
the conditions of God’s provide nee, we receive his ble ssing. So 


far as we bring the powers of the external world into subjection to 
the powers of our minds, we increase our means of external 
wealth and enjoyment. We use the world as the Creator intended 
it to be used, and when our intention harmonises with his, all the 
Divine energy manifested through the laws of nature comes to 
our aid. The Almi 


for us. So of all moral or spiritual good. Here the Divine pur- 


hty may in truth be said to work with us and 


pose is the perfect and harmonious development of our whole spir- 
itual nature, and so far as we make this our purpose, the end of 
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our being, we bring ourselves into a condition to receive all the 
Divine influences and blessings. All the laws of God’s moral gov- 


lom 


ernment come to our assistance: we have all his infinite wis 


and almighty power to help us. We have the strongest impulses 


of our own nature, all that is good in the hearts of our fellow-men, 
all the good influences of society, all the order, beauty and sub- 
limity of the outward universe, every thing in the world around us 


} } 


and within us, to co-operate with us when we live for the same 
purpose tor which God cre ited is. It s folly to expect his bless- 
ings in any other way; for he surely never will help us to defeat 


1 beneficent intentions. 


his own wise an 
There is a striking analogy between moral progress and the ap- 


plications of science to the mechanic arts. When men begin to 


t 


mak¢ progress In this respect, how rapidly one inventiol 


another; how wonderfully are the means of phy sical comfort mul- 


tiplied; with what facility do we remove the greatest natural ob- 
stacles, overcoming the winds and waves, annihilating time and 
space, and recreating the world! Here we have gone on, from 

, ' 
conque ng to conquer, tila the great powers ol nature which 
once worked a nst us are now made to work for us. Now our 


moral progress would exhibit similar results, if we had as diligent- 


ly applied our m« means to moral ends—if we had as much 
faith in moral as in physical tendencies. The ratio of increase is 
the same in both cases. “'l'o him t hath.’ whether it be of 
moral or physical good, *“ shall be given, and he shall have abund- 


nect 














MENTAL AND MORAL ATTRACTION. 331 


Again, the progress in our outward condition has not been ef- 
fected by those who have had extraordinary means. ‘The mechan- 
ics from whom have come our most useful inventions and discove- 
ries were self-made men. They had no more time nor means 
than those of their class generally have. The great reforms 
that from age to age have changed the face of society have been 
accomplished by persons in the humblest circumstances of life, 
and by means which almost all men possess in common. Itisa 
mistake to suppose that we cannot produce great results without 
great or uncommon means. 


] 


Men of inferior natural ability through diligence often rise to 


higher attainments, and exert a much larger influence in society, 
than men of superior talents. By diligence, perseverance and 
economy thousands are constantly rising from poverty to wealth, 
while as many others from a neglect of the most ample means are 
as rapidly losing their possessions. In every pursuit success is 
much oftener attained by ordinary than by extraordinary means. 


It comes through a rigid observance of the great law of mental 


and moral attraction. While we keep this in view, we shall re- 
ceive aid from every department of God’s providence; we shall, 
each, be able by a wise and diligent application of the means 

| | 


which He hath given us, to accomplish the mission he hath as- 


signed us. 


The view we have taken of this subject offers great encourage- 


ment to all who are seeking mental or moral good. ‘lo those who 
are toiling up the hill of science we say, persevere. Each succes- 
sive step will strengthen and prepare them for still loftier attainments, 
each successive truth will lead them on to still greater discoveries, 
each successive effort will increase their power, till they shall scale 


the sublimest heights of knowledge, and be able to view the whole 


horizon of truth. To those who persevere in the ways of virtue the 
same encouragement is given. Let them go on resisting evil temp- 

. : . P ! . | 
tations and passions, and by each successive resistance they will 


increase their moral strength and be able to remove more easily 


the obstacles to their moral progress. As they advance, new light 
will dawn on their souls. Chev will continually receive more and 
more of the Divine influence. God will bless them 'n proportion 


his almighty power and infinite 


il 


to their efforts. He will, with 
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THE BAPTISM FOR DEATH. 


. , ] } | 7 

Hoty and | tiful is th fe of infaney, and not less holy and 

be autifu is its de ith. | have sometimes feared that my strong 
faith in the blessedness of departed ch aren disquatihed me for 
sympathizing, as | ought, with the mourning parent. Hardly can 


we look steadfastly at a pure spirit resting on the bosom of the 
Father, and still weep. It is not best indeed, ina world to so 
many a vale of tears, and where our hearts should be afflicted in 
the afflictions of the bereaved, it is not best that we should enjoy 
an open vision of the occupants of heaven. Yet little less than 
such a vision have ! seemed sometimes to enjoy; never more 
clearly than on an occasion of which I will now speak. 

It was early ona bi nt autumn morning that | was summoned 
to a dwelling, wher lay a little one apparently soon to be called 
away toa fairer home. For four long weeks this lovely boy had 


al disease. His hour seemed now to be 


been pining beneath a mot 
| 


near, and before he should go hence, it was the desire of his pa- 


rents that I should place on his brow the baptismal seal. Was it 

not a pious and beautiful act? As I stood by his bedside and pro- 

nounced the few hallowed words that accompany this simple rite, 

they seemed but words of introduction to the gentle Shepherd, on 

rm he was so soon to lean. The prayer went not up toa 

distant Sovereign, but was a communication, face to face, (per- 
' tt 


mitted for the moment.) with the future Guardian of the little one 


before me. I could speak to him asa present friend, and in be- 


half of these grieved parents implore that he would henceforth 
stand in their stead, and train and protect this young immortal 
through his tender years and throughout eternity. ‘The water laid 
on his brow was thus made the seal of a Divine covenant. A 
voice seemed to issue from the Father and to say, ° Fear not, ye 
sorrowing father and mother, for from this day forevermore I will 
be to him all and more than you could have been, and he shall dearly 
enjoy my presence. Away from the cares and tears of your tran- 
sitory and troubled world, he shall not desire ever to leave me, but 
shall find delight in going in and out before me and growing eter- 


nally in knowledge, goodness, and happiness.’ 
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Thus was he given up to his God, and meet it was that when 


the shades of evening had come over the earth, that consecrated 


spirit should be folded beneath an angel’s wing and be borne gently 


to its brighter abode. 

The third day, before the dew had yet all ascended, we gathered 
at that house of mourning for the last sad rite. There in his little 
coffin lined with white, himself fitly robed in the same pure dress, 
lay all that remained below of that once glad boy. His face, 
touched by a singular sweetness, and an unusual maturity of ex- 
pression for one less than two years of age, and his white fore- 
head, all looked tranquil as the sleep of infancy. In that fair 
hand was a small, beautiful rose, and at each extremity of the 
coffin were two half-expanded buds. Could anything have so well 
portrayed the purity of the risen spirit? It had ascended, viewless 
and sweet, like the odor of that rose now resting in his marble 
hand. One thing only was needed to perfect the spiritual influence 
of this scene. Under a clear sky and in the hour of morning the 
body was borne with funeral train to that fair Mount, that city of 
the dead, in view of our city of the living. There through the 
long years will this tender inhabitant dwell, none worthier than his 
spirit to hover over that sacred spot. ‘The winds of autumn shall 
sing his dirge, and each spreading tree shall drop lightly over his 
graceful form its successive tribute of leaves; and winter shall 
come and lay over the little one its fair sheet ; and spring and sum- 
mer shall talk in glad strains of his happy lot. 

How touching are the ministrations of death. The aged, when 


they go hence, point us upward and homeward; so do those who 


depart in the meridian of life; but none are so gifted for this holy 
work as the young. ‘They who are taken up all unsullied by guilt 
keep the pathway to heaven open before us, they make that world 
to us a reality, and they bid us all look into, and live for, not these 
shadows below, but the substantial and sunny and unfading depths 
above. Especially do the guileless who go up early to God bid 
the stricken parent yearn with a fresh and undying interest for the 


deathless loves of the new-born saint. A. B. M. 
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THE DEMAND FOR A REVIVAL OF RELIGION, 
A SERMON, BY REV. STEPHEN G. BULFINCH., 
Luxe ii. 25. * * * Waiting for the consolation of Israel. 


TueseE words describe the state of mind of the venerable Simeon, 
the servant of God, who in the temple took the infant Saviour in 
his arms and bestowed on him his prophetical blessing. They de- 
scribe a state of mind which must have been shared by many 
among the well-disposed of the Jewish nation, at the time of our 
Saviour’s advent. They saw the depressed condition of their 
country in its outward relations, they saw the melancholy preva- 
lence of moral corruption among the people, they perceived how 
the glory was departed, they mourned in discerning how the fine 
gold had become dim. But they lost not their hope. They re- 
membered what great things God had done for them in times past ; 
they felt that the same power still ruled, that had ruled of old. 
They remembered too the words of prophecy, the promise of a de- 
liverer, and they doubted not that in his own good time God would 
fulfil that promise, that their mourning should be turned into joy, 
when salvation should “ go forth from Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.” ‘Thus did they wait, in humble but confi- 
dent hope, “ for the consolation of Israel.” 

For years past, my brethren, have many been waiting for the 
consolation of our own Israel. For years past has a flood of ini- 
quity, of violence and fraud, and where these did not appear, at 
least of worldly-mindedness and insane avidity for wealth, diffused 
itself through our land. The habits of steady industry, of frugality, 
of honorable though moderate independence, which we received 
from our fathers, have been too generally laid aside. The reve- 
rence for law and order, the regard for others’ rights, whether of a 
public or private character, which were such distinguishing traits 
of our people in former times, have been to an alarming extent 
forgotten. Two classes of crimes especially have been fearfully 
rife in our land, the one involving the betrayal of public or private 
trusts, for the sake of personal gain, the other exhibiting itself in 
open and high-handed violations of public order. Political excite- 
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attention and aiding the efforts of the inquiring, which had not pre- 
viously been usual. These measures were variously judged by 
persons of different temperaments and opinions. The Unitarian 
denomination generally opposed them. It may excite surprise 
then, that in a Unitarian pulpit at this time a general revival of re- 
ligion sheuld be spoken of as the great want of the nation, the “‘ con- 
solation” of our land for which it becomes us to wait, to labour and 
to pray. The denomination may be accused of inconsistency, or 
the individual minister suspected of preaching sentiments which 
the majority of his brethren would disown. And if it were so, it 
would matter little. If Unitarians had discovered that in the zeal 
of controversy they had erroneously denounced some things in 
their opponents’ doctrines and practice which now their more can- 
did judgment approves, the inconsistency, if it would show our 
liability to error, would show only what we have always conceded ; 
and it would show too our readiness to learn, to improve, and to do 
justice. That consistency alone is valuable, which comes unlooked 
for; that which we strive after by guarding ourselves against all 
improvement, by closing our ears and steeling our hearts, is neither 
useful nor honorable. And if it were true that the preacher dif- 
fered in the sentiments he expresses from others of his denomina- 
tion either past or present, or even from all combined, such is the 
full admission among us of the right of private judgment, and such 
the freedom with which that right is exercised, that the difference 
need not be a matter of surprise nor of regret, to the individual nor 
to any. 

But if the arguments used by Unitarians some years since be 


examined, they will, | apprehend, be found to have been directed 





in general, not against revivals of religion in themselves considered, 
but against certain abuses with which they were accompanied. 
The most ardent advocates of revivals would scarcely at this day 
deem proper or expedient all that was done in some sections of our 
country at the time to which we refer. Measures were in some in- 
stances resorted to, which met the condemnation of the prudent and 
sober-minded of all sects. But while such measures were most deci- 
dedly disapproved among us, there never, I trust, was a time when 
the Unitarian clergy would not have hailed with joy, and warmly en- 
couraged, a true revival of religion in their own congregations—a 
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rewakening of attention to man’s highest interests—the 


THE 


DEMAND 


FOR 


A 


] 


REVIVAL 


OF 


R 


ELI 


GION 





9 ° 
yrecomi- 


nance of a spirit for the service of God, and the conscientious dis- 
charge of all our duties 

It is not | ible that the evils to w h reference has been 
made will recur to the same extent as heretofore a nexion 
with any excitement on the subject of re s not eed 
to be suppos that any work of man w enti fre from 
error; but the lessons of former experience have their influence, 
and we may humbly trust that the next great religious awakening 
which extends through our land, wl t sha nite all denomina- 
tions to a greater extent than here lore, W by nducted 
more in thes of sobriety and moderation, than in some past 
instances. 

In say then, that « co vy now needs a revival of re on, 
I look be 1 particular description of measures, to the original 
meaning of the term. We have had revivals of e spirit of 
spe if we have seen, « nd ag the « im J mad- 
de ned w j e expe 1 ¢ m s Vy I i Wi nave 
seen a revival of t spit { fraud, a revis f spirit of vio- 
lence. We ve seen too, f which inks | » God, a revival 
of morality in one mos porta epartmel iat of perance 
But tem 1 only a pot a C stlans ¢ ity We 
need a m xtensive viv 1 this—a revival of honesty, of 
justice, of pr ol ove ot O ’ e origin 
and onlv tr S t t S a VIN ol 0 e, ter- 
vent and | 

Sut it is ob l, that such a reviv es excitement, and 
the calm pu ( Ls $ Oo »>exciieme!l In reply, 
{ remark that spirit of the ¢ tes the calmest wisdom 
with the most earnest fee A tendency to ex ! san at- 
tribute of human nat e every other, is intended for wise 
and good purpost No great object ever was or can be accom- 
plished without excitement. Was there no excitement in our 
blessed Saviour, when he continued so unceasingly to address the 
multitude who pressed upon him, that he had not time even so 
much as to eat, and his relatives went forth to lay hold on him, 
saying, ‘* he is beside himself?” How, at the present day, are the 
thousands of the thoughtless and the impenitent to be cted on 
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without excitement? That excitement must indeed be within the 
control of reason, and directed by it to good ends; but excitement, 
and strong excitement there must be, or the man of the world, the 


voluptuary, the worshipper of mammon, never will be induced to 


give up what they have held dear, and to turn to the service of 


It is natural too that a renewal of attention to the subject of re- 
‘ 


lis on should be, in some degree, pe riodical in its occurrence. 


The ministers of the Gospel are continually striving to awaken 


their hearers to a sense of the importance of this subject, but, from 
various causes, their apparent success is often greatly dispropor- 
tioned to the earnestness of their efforts. At length, by some fa- 
vorable circumstances, which the providence of God has arranged, 


the attention of the community is more than usually awakened. 


Mind acts on mind, and the excitement extends wider and deeper. 
It is probable, that in its course it will comprehend the greater part 


of those who are fit subjects for its influence. The excitement 


then, of course, declines. With those who have participated in it 


and who have received from it a permanent impression, the calmer 


state of established piety succeeds. ‘They who have withstood its 
influences yield not, or but slowly, to those which come to them in 
subsequent years from the regular ministrations of the Gospel. 
\ ther generation must, 1n a consi le rable d wree, have occupied 


the scenes of life, before the impression can be renewed. Thus is 


an interval 


to the laws of nature, that of several years 
should elapse between the occurrence of any uncommon mani- 
festations of the religious spirit. 

l‘or such a manifestation, brethren, many in our own and in 
other denominations have for years been “ waiting,” as the holy men 
of old for “the consolation of Israel.” Nor have the y waited in 
vain. The signs of the times indicate the commencement of a 
renewed interest in the great concerns of futurity. In our own de- 
nomination the mental activity which had been employed on 
themes of abstract speculation, appears recently to have assumed 
a character more devotional and more practical. 

It remains then for us to ascertain our own duties, as they may 
be affected by the views that have now been presented. 


Those who have already chosen religion as the guide of their 
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lives, and who have made known their choice, are reminded by 
these considerations, of the responsibleness of their position. 
From them must go forth the impulse for the renovation of the 
moral and religious aspect of the land. And first, let them take 
care that their own light so shine before men that they who see 
may glorify their Father who is in heaven. Let them guard 
against any decline, on their part, of the spirit of fervent, vital 
piety. Let them use faithfully the means of improvement which 
they possess, in public, private and family prayer, and in the Sup- 
per of the Lord,—not mistaking the means for the end, or fancying 
that these are religion itself; but remembering that the end cannot 
be attained except by the use of the appropriate means 

Again, let those who have themselves embraced religion feel the 
importance of the duty which devolves upon them—let me rather 
say, the blessedness of the privilege they enjoy—of communicating 
to others the treasure which they have secured for themselves. 
You have chosen, my friends, the religious cause, you have, more 
or less, formed within yourselves the religious character. And 
now what motive on earth would induce you to part with that ac- 
quisition? For what would you consent to relinquis! 
firm principles, the rich consolations, the inspiring hopes of your 
Christian faith,to part with them for the interminable doubts of 


} 


false philosophy, or the wild indulgences of unrestrained passion ? 


- | 
For what would you relinquish the love of your Saviour and of 
your God, the approbation of your conscience, the hope of im- 
mortal blessedness? You feel indeed that religion is the pr arl of 


reat price, that all the things that can be desired are not to be 


compared with it in value fora moment. And have you no inter- 
est in extending to others a participation in this inestimable bless- 
ing? If you are indeed penetrated by the spirit of the religion 


you have embraced, if you are true followers of the Saviour you 


have acknowledged, an object like this cann 


¢ hot 


you as of incomparable importance. It is the high privilege of 


the ministry that this, the winning of souls to righteousness, the 


» ae] 


extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, is its very end and object, 


its members; and this privilege 


the constant and professional aim of 


is one sufficient in itself to counterbalance all the labors and all 


the discouragements of that profession, were they ten times more 
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than some morbid fancies have represented them ; sufficient in ite 
self, it w 1 seem. to attract to the service of the altar the best 
powers ol g s ind vig ea Me But in this 
privilege s may s O S may « sel, may watch and 
pray, may ex se ( s fluence ove . ind them, by 
word an¢ T 5 e fellow-workers with their Saviour 
and with r God f Saiy » of mank id. 

But pei s to none does the call of duty, from the considera- 
tions wl i have passed betore s, so powertully address self, as 
to tine rge ciass \V ) ( rien vy to re g n. but not dec dedly 
al fess vy relig s men. If the views I have pres nted be 
c now a es ron ¢ between Christianity 
( gion mot vy. national and individual 
d Such a contest is in fact always taking 
P b now re tl ever is there need that the progress of 
evil sl n | men are met ; It is time then that 
every ¢ s \ S sie It is as when Moses, in a time of 
ore efer of iimed through the camp the startling ap- 

’ ‘\ ( » L, s sic But one wide flerence ex- 
ists, char é ween the Jewish and Christian 
systems \l W { of Levi had gathered to his ban- 
I | siay | il! s rebels who were wor- 
s eu 1 r own hands | in { Not such the 

S y us Wi range ourselves on the Lord’s 

« ) t to save to save by tl fluence of mild 

persuas } 0 s examp ysave I i! ruin and final 

c em } > WwW ) r iri s ss ites, the mem- 
bers of « | Ss, the ¢ sot oul nderes illection 

My frie \ may y, ‘I honor relig I hope to share 

s | Ss os 1 priv f I re | s ret s, and e1 ploy its lan- 
cuag f prayer to Heaven But | ee the necessity of ac- 
knowledging it befor “ lf s its influence over my- 
self itis « eel religion cannot have its pé rfect in- 
fluence over any one, until it is professed. You cannot have, till 
that step is t { sense of responsibleness to God and man 
which 1s so pow ri an auxiliary. You cannot experience the af- 


ation in the Supper of the 


f spirit with the Supreme 
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NOTICES OF THE LATE REV. PETER WHITNEY. 


Mucu has already been said, in our P iblic journ ils, of this ven- 
erated minister, recently deceased among us, which only makes 


us more desirous of noticing in the JVisce//any a character of 


so much excellence. We have therefore attempted to cathe r 


the substance of what has been said by others,and sum up, as it 


+ ¢ 


were, the evidence of many different witnesses, competent to tes- 


tify, each without concert, viewing him from a diflerent position ; 


ly in the general out- 


+ oll tw aria} ] ¢ 
Vi alt Most remarkadDly cComnciaing, Hot mere 


line, but in the detailed particulars of his character. 


Mr. Whit: ey was born at Northboro’, Ms., Jan lary 19,1770. He 


was the son of the revered minister of that town, bearing the same 
ae bs a é 
name, whose d enihed torm many of us yet love to ca to mind; 


the very last to wear that memorable badge of his profession, the 


who wore it to his sepulchre. He also was 


large white wig, an 
the son of a clergyman, Rev. Aaror Whitney, the first min- 
ister of Petersham. The united ministries of the three covered 
more than a century, from the year 1738, when the first was or- 
dained, to the decease of the last in 1843. All of them graduated 
at Harvard University ; the subject of this notice in the class of 
1791. He was directly employed as Assistant Preceptor in Derby 
Academy, at Hingham, where he remained several years, and pre- 
pared himself for the ministry. After preaching as a candidate in 
several places, he was ordained at Quincy, February 5, 1800. 
Soon after his ordination he married Jane Lincoln, daughter of Mr. 
Nathan Lincoln, of Hingham, who died November 11, 1832. 
Four of their children, two sons and two daughters, still survive. 
The eldest son was Rev. George Whitney, late junior pastor of the 
church at Jamaica P| un, Roxbury, whose lamented death a year 
since has been recorded in our pages; being the fourth of the 
family, in direct succession, who sustained the ministerial office. In 
June 1835, when his advanced years required some relief, Rev. 
William P. Lunt was associated with Mr. Whitney as colleague 
Pastor; yet he uniformly took part in the coramunion service, occa- 
sionally preached, and shared parochial duty with his colleague as 


long as his gradually increasing infirmities would permit. He at- 
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tended public worship a part of the Sunday immediately preceding 
his death, which took plac very suddenly on the morning of 
Friday, March + 1843. Wh e conversing with his family, ap- 
parently in his usual health, he f from his chair and immediate y 
expired without a struggle or a \ 


As to the character of Mr. Whitney, all that needs to be said of 


any man is well said in a few lines of the Quincy Patriot of March 


.s 
ith, the day after his death, probably by the « r of that paper. 
H ‘ 
e speaks of him as S( ru \ 5 l l ° ind high- 
minded—a man of quiet energy, compassing mu h, and wisely 
and well, in little time and without para i man of eral heart, 


that flowed where most needed,—silent and unobtrusive; a man of 


generous p iblic spirit, ever aiming at ve good of the community 


to which he belonged; a man, whose faith was evinced by the 


habitual practice of all the Christian virtues, and whose affections 
centered with devoted attachment in t som of home. ne 
town of Quincy, at their annual meeting, t week after the de- 


cease of Mr. Whitney, passed several resolutions which expressed 
the ** sorrow of the assembled inhabitants, at his s en death, and 
sentiments of profound reverence and regard” for $s memory 


which re solutions they ordet a to be entered ol ihe Te wh Re- 


cords They so recognise “the many eminent virtues of the 
deceased, in all n reiat is ol ie, ¢ ring S residence 1Q mney 
of forty-three years, as a loved minister of Gospel, as a 


worthy and exemplary citizen, an affectionate husband, a kind pa- 


rent, friend and neighbor.” This testimony is peculiar y honora- 
ble, as the town now consists of five re $s societies, besides 
that to which Mr. Whitney had ministered, and of different senti- 
ments from his own; so greatly has the population of the place in- 
crease d. For Mr. W hitne VY was se ttled as minister over the whole 


town, there being then only a small society of Episcopalians, be- 


sides his own He appears also to have left di p impressions of 
it I 

afleetiy ann teem unon } “Emer ninil nd nnn ¢ a } 

ailection and esteem upon his former p Ss, and upon those who 


were brought up under his ministry, but have gone to reside in 


other place Ss. They agree in representing mas aman ol a unl- 
form and quiet temper, and great excellence of le; “atonce un- 
pretending, pure, kind, circumspect, affable and neighborly ;” se- 


curing respect, without the least pride or affectation; a man of 
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creat cl ness and humor, though it was never allowed to run 

, g \ ‘h upon the gravity 
suite » his Ss Es ear strong testimony 
to this goo in. W { 3 we n his fa vy. and saw him 
constan ) f 3 ( | estics, surrounded 
also by s, | s and families, 


f widely ferent ten . To them “he was a living 


mode! of good 1 . | of n morals. Most hap- 


athe aoiie. cent. ful. « ne, tial, kindly and 


( \ t, ae | id energetic 
n \ : 1 without severity ; 


and thus 1 elf e belov revered, by all who were 


But we 1 t re { ! sermon by his colleague for a 
full delineat f | te) lle speaks of him as one, ** who 
‘nspired us f respect and love by his quiet worth.” 
“ His t er was s ind | vy. His cor creeting was a 
perfect cure { y,a his bright and healthy smile was 
sufficient t to I ta tk 1 of morbid fancies, He had in 
his nature f the * envy wrath,’ which * shorten life,’ and 
none of that ‘carefulness,’ w 1 * bi th age before the time.’ 
His views of humat , of Divine providence, of God, were all 

Ile was 1 : e for great lormity of character. 
The principles w 1 he had on ted, remained permanently 
bv him to the close of his life.” Thus it is evident, that Mr. 


Whitney possessed a remarkably well-balanced character. His 


mind was sound, sag s and clear; his temper, quiet and amia- 
ble; and his cment, quate to every exigency. 
Asa scl a ranked a r the best in his class at College, 


whence he afterwards received an appointment as Tutor, and an 
invitation to give the annual Oration before the Society of the Phi 
feta Kappa, “ both of which offers, however, he saw fit to de- 
cline;”’ for what ison we k y not: but when we consider his 
unpretel ; Vy, it is tur attribute it to ** his humble 
estimate of his ow bilities.” He appears to have been no way 
aspiring and ambitious, except well to fill up the measure of his 
ordinary duties. For this he labored most diligently, and in this 
he was eminently successful He always rose very early, even to 


14 
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the last day of his life; and was so judiciously methodical in the 
arrangement of his time, that he was prepared in due season for 
every service and was remarkably punctual to his engagements. 

It only remains to say a few words of Mr. Whitney’s profes- 
sional character. And this is of the first importance. For under 
his sole ministry of more than thirty-five years, his society con- 
tinued to prosper; through the whole period they were a united 
and happy people, and large numbers were added to the church. 
“And yet,” we are told, “‘he was never a popular preacher, 
in the common acceptation of the term.” Indeed he was not. 
His voice was somewhat monotonous, though not unpleasant. 
He very seldom, if ever, lifted his hand, by way of gesture, in 
the delivery of his sermons; and only now and then raised his 
eyes from his manuscript, to take a hasty glance at his audi- 
ence. Yet from the satisfaction his services gave at home, and 
the very general favor with which they were received abroad, he 
may be considered, in the best sense of the word, a popular 
preacher. It has also been truly said, that he was not “a great 
man,—a man of brilliant genius, or of profound learning.” Yet 
to accomplish what he did, demanded some of the most important 
elements of greatness. We must remember, that his was no ordi- 
nary field of ministerial labor. Among other circumstances, the 
influence of the distinguished men, living and dead, who have re- 
sided in the town of Quincy, has contributed to make that a pecu- 
liarly intelligent community. The most eminent of those men 
were well read theologians too, as well as scholars and civilians. 
Of one of them, the late Hon. Richard Cranch, the elder President 
Adams testified, that he “knew more Theology, especially of 
Jewish and Christian Antiquities, than any clergyman in Massa- 
chusetts.” Such men, with their families, were always the staunch 
friends and supporters of Mr. Whitney, and among the most con- 
stant and gratified of his auditors. It becomes therefore an im- 
portant question,—what were the pulpit qualifications, which so 
far protracted the ministry in this instance, and rendered it so 
highly satisfactory and useful? It is certainly important to young 
men who are preparing to enter the ministry, as well as to the 
community at large, in these, may we not say, degenerate days, 


when the ministerial relation has become one of the most loose 




















NOTICES OF THE LATE REV. PETER WHITNEY. 347 


and uncertain; and when all ministerial graces and accomplish- 
ments seem to be, by many, comprised in two short monosyllables, 
which we have heard to absolute loathing and disgust, and which 
we could not be persuaded to repeat, but to make ourselves sure of 
being understood, viz. a smart man. ‘The secret of Mr. Whitney’s 
popularity and success is not to be found wholly in the great in- 
tegrity of his life and manners; much less in any assumed airs to 
captivate for the moment, or any exciting appeals to the imagina- 
tion and the passions. It lay in his modest estimate of his own 
powers, and his supreme regard for the ministry committed to his 
charge. For no one could witness his public ministrations without 
the deep conviction, that he was “ preaching not himself, but Christ 


” 


Jesus, the Lord It was found in the “ simplicity and godly sin- 
cerity”’ of his manner. It was found in the deep solemnity with 
which he engaged in his work, and the exact propriety with which 
he performed all its duties. His preaching was to the understand- 
ing and the heart. His sermons were practical, serious, and im- 
pressive, and always “‘ composed with great good taste.” “ In his 
devotional services he greatly excelled.” ‘On all occasions he 
prayed with fluency, and with great propriety of expression.” 
“His manner in administering the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per and in solemnizing marriages was peculiar and excellent.” 
With such ministerial gifts did Mr. Whitney fill his appointed 
course, and was contributing his share towards improving the char- 
acter of the New England pulpit, before those pre-eminent fellow- 
laborers, Channing and Buckminster, came to the work. His name 
deserves to be mentioned with honor, among such men as Freeman, 
Kirkland, and others their cotemporaries in Boston; and Porter, 
Harris, Richmond, and McKean, in the vicinity. ‘ This set of 
men,” to use the words of Bishop Burnet, when speaking of the 
eminent divines of his time, ** contributed more than can well be 
imagined, to reform the way of preaching” among us; which 
had not yet been cured of all the faults of the English pulpit de- 
scribed by that prelate. Of these men we are also privileged to 
say, with Burnet, “‘I have writ the more fully, because I knew 
them well, and have lived long in great friendship with them—so I 
have really learned the best part of what | know from them.” 


And feign would we, that the successors **of those who have al- 
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HUSBANDS AND WIVES. 


I po not wish to speak here of the right 
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which rise in her eyes and hers alone, wishes she knew some of 
the troubles of business and then she would not complain of her 
cares, laughs, or replies with a slight sneer. The sensitive wife 
withdraws into herself, and determines that he at least shall never 
hear her complain again. 

Gradually she finds the hours her husband gives her lessening 
in number, and if she ventures to remonstrate, his answer is, (not 
given in the spirit of unkindness, but of mistaken duty,) ‘ My dear, 
if I neglect my business, I shall soon have none.’ And once more 
the wife is quieted, but not convinced. In her long hours of lone- 
liness she thinks upon the days of love and betrothal, and then on 
the first happy months of marriage, when her husband returned to 
his home with quick steps and glad countenance. Still believing 
in his superior judgment, she thinks perhaps he may be right, and 
as she gazes upon the sweet faces of her children she hopes, yes, 
she is sure, it is best that they should have “ wherewith they 
may be clothed,” but dearer yet, that they should have a good 
education, and she believes that to accomplish this she ought not 
to murmur at the self-sacrifice her husband makes for them. 
Household duties occupy her in the morning, and to pay or receive 
visits consumes another third of the day, and the rest is too often 
spent in whiling away the hours in reading a novel, gazing from 


} 


a window, or if their circumstances will not admit of this, in 
bending over a needle. It may be that, except for a few hours in 
the morning, this has been her sole employment. She gives up 
the accomplishments of her youth, for no loved ear now listens to 
the melody, no inquiring glance asks for the production of her 
pencil. Accomplishments were practised for the pleasure they 
gave to others as well as herself, but now she dwells alone in her 
home and she turns from them in sorrow. She takes no pleasure 
in cultivating her mind, for who will appreciate it, and she has not 
the love of knowledge which makes the acquisition of it in itself a 
pleasure. She has no one with whom she can converse about what 
she has read, and why should she do it? She only learns of the 
progress of art and science from the words she hears her children 
repeat as they con over their daily lessons. No one assists her in 
the care of her children or the government of them, and when 


they have for a year or two been beyond her maternal authority, 
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they must be sent to boarding-schools without good principles or 
good examples, and grow up just like their parents. They know 
the name of father only as of one who stays at home on Sunday, 
who supplies money to defray expenses, and to whom a last appeal 
is made when the mother’s authority has failed, but who is igno- 
rant of their wishes, wants or hopes. And thus the life of the 
wife and mother glides on, with a husband but not a friend; and 
at last she either sinks into a mere household drudge, turns into a 
fashionable old lady, or becomes to all appearance pious, that is, 
as far as frequent going to conferences and prayer-meetings makes 
piety. And there she finds at least company and companionship. 
But at home she hears nothing of what once interested her—of 
high and noble aspirations, of aiming after the beautiful and the 
eternal. A void is in her heart, and thus she fills the yearning 
of her bosom. She would have taught her children better had she 
known how, but she is just where she was when she married. No 
progress is made, save what the maternal instinct brings to her. 

Oh husbands! think upon your duty. You, who have taken a 
wife from a happy home of kindred hearts and kind companion- 
ship! have you given to her all of your time which you could 
spare, have you endeavored to make amends to her for the loss of 
these friends? Have you joined with her in her endeavors to open 
the minds of your children and give them good moral lessons? 
Have you strengthened her mind with advice, kindness, and good 
books? Have you spent your evenings with her in the cultivation 
of intellectual, moral or social excellence? Have you looked 
upon her as an immortal being as well as yourself? Has her im- 
provement been as much your aim as yourown? Has your de- 
sire been to “ love her,” as St. Paul commands you, and to see her 
“holy and without blemish?” Has your kind word soothed the 
irritation of her brow? Has your arm supported her in the day of 
trial and trouble? Have you truly been a help-mate to her whom 
you have sworn before God to love and cherish? Husband, hus- 
band, shut not your heart against these words. You are her senior, 
you have mixed more in the world, and you have gained know- 
ledge of human nature, and thus of human weakness. Let this 
knowledge add to your desire to serve, to assist and to cherish her 
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There is another picture, bright and beautiful, but nevertheless 
as true, where hearts are united for mutual happiness and mutual 
improvement; where a kind voice cheers the wife in her hour of 
trouble, and where the shade of anxiety is chased from the hus- 
band’s brow as he enters his home; where sickness is soothed by 
watchful love, and hope and faith burn brightly. For such there 
is a great reward, both here and hereafter, in their own and their 
families’ spiritual happiness and growth, and in the blessed scenes 
of the world of spirits. 

And wives! do you also consult the tastes and dispositions of 
your husbands, and endeavor to give to them high and noble 
thoughts, lofty aims, and temporal comfort. Be ready to welcome 


them to their homes, gradually draw their thoughts while with you 


from business, and lead them to the regions of the beautiful in art 


and nature, and the true and the divine in sentiment. Fostera 
love of the elegant and refined, and gradually will you see busi- 
ness, literature and high moral culture blending in “‘ sweet accord.” 
And with such examples your children shall grow up in virtue and 


goodness, and “‘ rise up and call you blessed.” A—a. 


SECOND LETTER TO A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER.* 


My pear rrienp:—The hints in my last referred only to your 
duties while you are occupying your seat in the Sunday school : 
but it does not seem to me that your whole duty can be then and 
there fulfilled. There is a duty of preparation, which has claims 
upon some other portions of your time. How much of that time 
you can give to the task, must of course be measured by the de- 
mands of other and prior claims, and your own conscience must 
decide on the comparative importance of each. Remember it is 
one of the ruling weaknesses of our sex, that when we are once 
interested in a benevolent purpose, our enthusiasm runs away with 
our judgments, and bewilders our consciences. We immediately 


make the grand mistake of seeing things no longer in their true 


* See Miscellany, Vol. viii. pp. 91—97 
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TO A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 
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Your object is, to make the children better, more pious, to make 
them love God, Christ, and goodness, and shrink from sin. You 
look to the Scriptures for great assistance. But many young 
teachers feel themselves embarrassed in using the Scriptures with 
their classes. They know it is of no use merely to read the Bible 
without understanding what is read; but when they come to the 


work, they find much in the Bible which they do not themselves 
really understand sufficiently to explain it. They are perhaps 
} 


amazed to find that tl [ 


iey have been satisfied for years with getting 
only the most vague impressions, even from familiar passages of 
Holy Writ. The discovery of this fact has been, to many, one of 


the first blessings derived from ente ring on the duties of a Sunday 


ae ; es 
school teacher. It will lead you to patient study of the Bible, es- 
pecially of those portions in which Gospel truths and practical 


Christianity are set forth; for it is with these you will have most 
ced to deal, from th you will get most help in your real task 
of helping children to become Christians. Solitary study will be 
necessary. A moderate and judicious use of commentaries may 
aid you, but beware of depending too much upon them. Reject 


them not; trust them not wholly. It will be well to compare the 


different opinions of various writers occasionally, and then make 
up your own indep t con sions; you W ve better prepare 1 
to answer t ques s which may b nex} edly put by intelll 
cent children, who have be 1 Subjected » « ‘ re ous influ- 
ences. 

Be ready to do more than ex lain the Ser res » vO r pupils 


you have aone little when vou have ta ie ht them only to un lerstand, 


though that be in lispe nsab You must learn to apply what Is 
read to the wants of the readers, and make them feel its power. 
Much of this application and appeal w come to you during the 
clow and excitement of teaching, and I wv | have you trust much 
to such glow and excitement Stull, while vou are a beginner at 
least, I would have you meditate previ ly not a little on the best 
way ol accomptis iw this object. Tre isure up stration, ar- 


range your thoughts, prepare yourself in the midst of week-day 


avocations for the Sabbath conversation with your pup 
But if your pastor |! is eachers’ meetings, as is usually the 
case, for the express purpose of assisting his teachers in prepara 
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tion for their Sunday’s work, use this opportunity also, in conjunc- 
tion with solitary study and meditation. It will encourage and 
strengthen him. It will show your sympathy with your fellow- 
teachers, and so strengthen them. It will probably unfold to you 
the operations going on in other minds upon the very points which 
occupy your own, or ought to occupy it, and so by the power of 
suggestion it will awaken and strengthen you. Directly or indi- 
rectly, if you go to these meetings in a right spirit, they must bless 
you. 

Still, there is a point of much difficulty connected with teach- 
ers’ meetings, as many pastors will tell you; and here comes in 
another question of your own duty, as one of the body. The 
character of these meetings varies much, but the usual complaint is, 
that only two or three of the teachers will open their lips, except 
in private whispering conferences with each other, which do not 
help, but disturb him who presides. The teachers gather around 
their minister professedly to be helped in their work of prepara- 


leave him to do all, to read, think, 


tion, only he/ped ; and then 
talk, and divine their thoughts, difficulties, wants, as he can. They 
make that which might be to him an evening of delightful and 
profitable intercourse with them, an evening of toil—real 


iryv toil; constit lting another drain upon his ¢ nergies, a 
‘ i 


5 and al- 


most so] 
sort of mere extempore appendix to his pulpit preaching. ‘They 


might supply him with fresh topics for sermons, with fresh spirit 


for writing: they take from hin both time and strength. Is this 
kind, grateful, right? Do you fulfil your whole duty as a Sunday 
school teacher ? When you ¢ nter on that offic e, remember it has 
many relations, and one is towards the pastor If he do his duty } 
to you, there is the more reason why you sho ild strive to pe rform 
yours affectionately and fully to him. H Ip him To you he 


ee a 
it to look tor 


4 
4 
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, 1] 
looks, and has a rig 
Your little | I he tap +] } o af s 

our tittie Dand has a greater privilege than the rest of the convre- 
gation, in having more frequent and direct opportunity ol helping 


him. Consider this as one sacred portion of your respons bilities. 








But the point ot special difficulty to which | have a ided, is the 
use of tl hill lan be cal { } } } ’ 
cause of the chilling silence, which so often h is a teachers meet- 
ing apparently spell-bound Believing as | do that the cause is not 


what it appears—apathy, (for the indifferent stay away altogether 
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from the meetings,) it seems wrong to rebuke it. In many in- 
stances it is modesty, genuine modesty, which keeps closed the 
lips that almost speak in spite of it, so strong is the interest felt in 
the solemn topics discussed. Many a warm heart, quick intellect, 
and anxious sj 
three voices are heard. ‘Those two or three, how thankful often 


yirit, are very busy in the circle, where only two or 


isa pastor for their utterances, if they express any measure of sense 
or goodness! How startled and gladdened is his heart when a new 
tone is heard, perhaps only timidly putting some simple question. 
Could the whole group but be convinced that each has some power 
and some duty in this way, how much greater sympathy, enjoy- 


ment, and profit might all derive from the gathering. It is not 
that those who do speak here, throw off modesty; I have seen 
clergymen relying for assistance on these occasions upon the very 
individuals who have never in their whole lives been charged with 
unbecoming self-confidence. Modesty keeps many silent; yet 
some do speak, and all might speak without breach of modesty. 
[ would urge you to make yourself able to speak, in all humility, 
by various methods. You are not called upon to utter confessions, 


to exhort, to declaim, to be eloquent. I am slow to believe in any 


necessity for these things, any real efficacy, any promotion of true 


humility by them, in assemblies of lay-men and women. But you 
probably have doubts and difficulties in your mind on various mat- 
ters connected with your office, or with what your pastor reads or 
utters. Ask a question, if you can do nothing else: no matter if 
your voice falter and your cheek burn; none will respect you the 
less for that. You will have made an effort for a geod purpose, 
and that alone will help your spiritual strength ; you will have help- 
ed your pastor, which is no small kindness; perhaps you will have 
started a discussion, in which truth will be elicited. At first, you 
might find it advisable to carry one or two questions to the meeting 
in your mind ; and as you grow more familiar with your position, 
you will find yourself putting extempore questions, which ts better: 
you will think less of yourself and those about you, more of the 
objects which bring you together. Having broken the ice—a fit- 


ting phrase indeed—you will in time become so warmed and en- 
grossed that you will be prompted even to answer questions, or 


venture remarks in the true way—almost unconsciously. It is habit 
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which has made that easy and natural to some, who once found it 

as difficult as you now do. Feel that you ought to bear a part, 

cet interested in the subjects brought forward, be anxious to assist 

all and make the icctings pl sant and ! ible, give your 

thoughts to God and th cause ol \ ind y W 1a into a 

blessed forgetfulness of ve { \ mes be able to 

speak, be pl mm pe ( ) ) 

It must be owned that the t s of in nature follow 

us into the teachers’ met l n W h vanity a | 

arrogance may find opportunity of exe 1 Ww in é 

loquacity may become an ann i \ 31 the 

most common danger, but it does exist If é le and will- 

ing to bear a part in the discuss s at ok well 

to your motives, scrutinize them with frequency severity be- 

ware of talking to the exclusion of others, but ra try to bring 
forward the diflident. Beware of a co sness of ta ¢ well,_— 

the bane of many who might b ter, and do mo I, $ 

not interfere. Beware of sputing 1 t mere ol argument 

It may keep the conversation alive, and ys mit ( Ino¢ it, 

but useful : ye t ithas many dan rs Cre il ( Ss ol | 

with the deference of one w ws that he 1 ( a not 

the feelings of one s \ i “ what | 

call Christian « esy, and the S fitter | { ext 
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yourself up against your pastor in a victory-s It can- 

not help religion. If he seem not to be a match you ways 
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to make others feel it It is a temptation w ies to few in 
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and the dimunition of the advantage derived from his influence in 


the teachers’ meetings. All Sunday school teachers should feel 





themselves subordinate co-workers with their pastors—emphati- 
cally co-workers it let none think you would have the word 
subordinat omitts l. t is an injury to the great cause of Sun- 
day scho s, when the community at large have an opportunity to 
charge the teachers with a self-magnifying spirit. 

‘here is another portion of the work of preparation, in which 
you must consult other demands on your time and interest, again 


remembering that you were a daughter, sister, or perhaps mother, 


before you became a Sunday school teacher, and that you have no 


right to merge these characters and their duties in those of the 


teacher. Yet this is an important portion, and I would have you 
give to it every hour and all the zeal you can consistently. Be- 


come as in mately acquainted as possil 


le with your pupils, with 


their whole natures, intellectual and moral. Learnas much as you 


can of the influences to which they are subjected through the week, 
iat Vinh inion o af thamasives an tha Selbtinth. hut he eh 

not by mere jut f themselves on the Sabbath, but by visiting 
them, by studying the characters of their parents and of others 


with whom they pass much time. Endeavor to establish a confi- 


dential and sympathetic intercourse between the parents and your- 
self, making them feel that you are entering heart and soul with 

1 into the real interests of their children. Include, in this 
bond, if possible, the week-day teachers of the children; so may 


you get insight into their individual characters. They have many 


temptations through the week, and then manifest many peculiarities 


‘ not } | 1 ee) 


of strength or weakness, of which you can see little in the Sunday 


school, but with reference to which you might judiciously apply all 

its high influences, if you had but this needed information, this 
‘ +] > 4} . . ] 

necessary prepar n. I say nothing of the increased personal in- 


fluence which such a course would give you. It would manifestly 


be an advantage. Let me warn you however against resting too 
} oe nd. which should only be considered 

we pieased W i if as an end, which should only be considereda 

sacred means. I have heard teachers speaking of the extravagant 


affection entertained for them by their pupils in a way which be- 


trayed more of gratified vanity, than they suspected themselves 
; } t I 


»—so insidiously does the serpent glide into the 
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I have but glanced at those subjects of reflection which seemed 
to me most important to you at present. ‘These remarks may sug- 
gest much, and one year’s experience will teach you whether | 
have over-stated or under-stated any duty or temptation. Enter- 
ing on your office with the sincere wish to do good, you will gain 
wisdom daily, and in spite of occasional moments of discourage- 
ment and weariness, you will see at last that you are both gaining 
and doing something for your own soul, as well as those of others. 


Be hopeful, be persevering. a ee 


NOTICE OF THE LATE REV, JOHN SIMPKINS.* 


We cannot remember without sadness the frequent bereavements 
with which the churches of our denomination have been visited, 
during the last four or five years. Within this period death has 
greatly thinned the ranks of our clergy and found many illustrious 

. 'T’} 4 av ¢ he " ] > 
victims. ‘The names of some may have been overlooked in our 


logue which we have made from our own 


reckoning, but the cata 
recollection merely is longer, we apprehend, than most of our 
readers would have imagined. We give the names as they come 
to mind—without regard to the order of time. Kirkland, Ripley 
of Concord, Bancroft of Worcester, Thayer of Lancaster, Harris 
of Dorchester, Tuckerman, Bascom of Ashby, Shaw of Eastham, 
Follen, Thacher of Savannah, Ph pps of Cohasset, Ritchie of Need- 
ham, Richmond of Dorchester, Whitney of Jamaica Plain, Chan- 
ning, Parkhurst of Deerfield, Swett of Lynn, Wells of Groton, 
Whitney of Quincy, Simpkins of Brewster. Of these twenty, two 


thirds were entitled, as well by their virtues and wisdom, as by their 


years, to be ranked amongst the fathers; whilst all have left be- 


hind them a reputation which reflects honor upon their families 


eA siderable part of this artic s taken from a Sermon, the body of 


which would have appeared in the first instance in the Miscellany, if the 
family of Mr. Si ipkins had not desired a few « pies to be printe d for distri 


bution amongst the friends and parishoners of the deceased 
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We wish to occupy a few pages of the Miscellany with a simple 


and merited tribute to the deceased father, whose name closes the 


list we have given above—Rev. John Simpkins of Brewster, Mass. 


If long and faithful service in the Christian ministry, an unspotted 
character, and a mind well disciplined and wise, present substantial 
claims to our respectful and grateful remembrance, few men are 
more worthy of commemoration. Amongst the names which we 
have enumerated, there are several which have been rendered 
more conspicuous by the possession of shining abilities, and ob- 
tained greater celebrity by the production of striking and extensive 
effects, but none that are more aflectionately remembered, or that 
have secured a more enviable reputation for many of the most esti- 


mable qualities of mind and heart. Others may have exerted a 


wider influence, but none a purer and better. 

Mr.S INpKins was born in B ston, on the 16th day of April, A. dD. 
1768. His father was for more than fifty-five years, from 1776 
to ISS1, the year ot his death, an officer in the New North church ; 
and for many years the senior and presiding deacon of the Congre- 
gational churches in this city. His mother was the daughter of 
ilso a deacon of the same church: who was elected 
to that trust on the 6th of December, 1742, and d scharged it for 
more than thirty-four years, to the end of his life; which took 


} 


, ' ~~ 
place, as faras we have been able to ascertain, about the vear 1777. 


Descending from such an ancestry as this, it is easily to be ac- 


counted for that the subject of these remarks should have early 
} } ' — fin r } ee eS . 
imbibed a strong attachment to religion and the church, and a pre- 
' — } | .| seacl . j 
dilection for the sacred calling. His early studies were prosecute 


partly at the Latin Grammar School in Boston; but prine pally at 
the Academy in Andover. He was admitted to Harvard Univer- 


sity in 1782, and graduated, with a respectable re] ttation for 
scholarship and an eaviable credit for purity of morals and in- 
tegrity of heart, in 1786. Soon after leaving college, he under- 
took the duties of an assistant in Andover Academy, to which he 
devoted himself for about eighteen months. He commenced his 


‘ 


theological studies under the tuition of Dr. Emmons of Franklin; 
continued them with the assistance of Rev. Mr. French of Ando- 
ver, and subsequently completed them at Boston and at Cambridge. 

Mr. Simpkins entered upon his public professional labors in 


16 
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1789, and in about two years after was ordained as the minister of 
a large and respectable congregation, in what was then the north 
parish of Harwich, but is now the town of Brewster. With a 
feeble constitution, he was enabled by strict regularity of living, 
by a peaceful conscience and an affectionate temper, to perform, 
with infrequent interruptions, a great amount of ministerial labor, 
and fo attain toa “ good old age.” ‘To his pastoral duties, which 
were at times rendered peculiarly arduous by the wide space over 
which his flock were scattered, he devoted himself with unwearied 
assiduity. His intercourse with his people was cordial and afiec- 
tionate, without familiarity. [lis manners were gentle and ple asing, 
but dign fied. ‘Though he sought to conciliat , he never conde- 


scended to part with his se lf-re spe Ct. LI was a que Se but keen 


observer, without censoriousness. ‘Though remarkably shrewd in 
reading the characters and detecting the motives of those around 
him, he was habitually charitable in his constructions. He greatly 
enjoyed social intercourse, and received in the families of his 
friends as cordial a welcome as he gave to them in his own. 


The connexion of Mr. Simpkins with his parish continued un- 


broken and mutually satisfactory, during the long term of forty 
years. At the expiration of this period his increasing deafness 
and infirm health compelled him to ask a dismission, which, after 
the delay of a year, was at length granted, and he preached his 
valedictory sermon in October, 1841. His public services were 
characterized by great seriousness of manner, evangelical plain- 
ness and earnestness of speech, and correctness and clearness of 
style. Ilis favorite topics were the goodness and mercy of God, 
and the obligations of all men to love and be grateful to Him as 
their beneficent Father. ‘The necessity of repentance towards 
God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ—the burden of Apos- 
tolic preaching—was continually and faithfully urged upon his flock. 
Such instructions as these, seconded and rendered impressive by 
his own purity of life and pious conversation, could not, we may 
be sure, return unto him void. From year to year, the hearts and 
consciences of many were convicted by his admonitions, and re- 
sponded to his fervent appeals. And towards the close of his min- 
istry, especially, the good seed so perseveringly sown for many 


years sprang up abundantly, and brought forth fruit an hundred 
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fold. During the years 1818-19, it is recorded by him, that “a 
great and serious revival of the religious life occurred in his parish, 
in the course of which many whole families were baptized, and 
more than fifty respectable individuals presented themselves for a 
participation of the Lord’s Supper.” 

One of his chosen maxims was, that the medium between ex- 
tremes is the safest path,—that truth may generally be found be- 
tween conflicting opinions ; and that any truth stretched, according 
to a pre valent inclination in human nature, beyond its proper bear- 
ings and dimensions, stands thenceforth at variance with other 
well established verities, and not only terminates in error, but be- 


comes one of the most prolific sources of error. By this maxim 





he sought to steer his religious course peacefully and consistently, 
between the opposing currents of theological opinion and sectarian 
controversy. Like many other excellent divines and excellent 
men, he persisted in maintaining, that it is possible to find a middle 


ground between contending partisans, and that this ground is not 


only tenable, but the post ot honor, of happiness and of useful- 


ness, to the followers of the Prince of Peace 

Mr. Simpkins’s published writings were few; but those few are 
of a character to do credit to his mind and heart. ‘They consist 
efly of services at ordinations. In 1828 he established and un- 
tl litorial charge of a religious periodical, entitled the 


dertook the ¢ | 

Christian Visitant—published once in two months, simultaneously 
in Boston and New York, for the space of two years. Its chief 
design was to promote practic l piety , the cause of which was then 
espec! lly in danger of being neglected, in the heat of theological 
controversy. Most of its articles were furnished by himself, and 


indicate a healthful intellect and a spirit of unaffected piety. 

Since the dissolution of his ministerial connexion, it has been 
the habit of Mr. Simpkins to spend his winters amongst his chil- 
dren and numerous friends in his native city. ‘These seasons have 
afforded him unspeakable refreshment and delight. ‘To the last, 
the faculties of his mind remained unimpaired ; his interest in the 
passing events of the day unabated; his attention to the changes 
and progress of theological science unwearied ; whilst his desire 
to keep pace with the valuable issues of the press was quickened 


rather than diminished. Every annual visit seemed happier than 











364 NOTICE OF THE LATE REV. JOHN SIMPKINS. 


the former, and the last the happiest of all. He had often spoken 
of the probab lity of these pleas int seasons being soon interrupted 
by death: and the thought had often occurred to his mind that the 


present winter might bring them to aclose. Every thing, both in 


his outward affuirs and in his inward condition, was brought and 
kept in readiness for his cde parture—come when it might And 
the angel of death could not have been commissioned to bear his 


spirit to its heavenly home at an hour, or in a manner, more op- 


port ine and felicitous, than those in which tt executed that solemn 
office. In the bosom of his own family, who loved him as a hus- 


band and a father, no more than they venerated him as a Christian 


} ] ae « + ‘ ] 
and as a man.—by a snort and nota pee lliiarly Cistressing sickness, 
] ; . , 
—allowing him, in its comings on, to talk In glowing nguage ol 
the goodness olf God, and of the visions of glory that { ed betore 
nis ip-lookit r spirit, and at the cor sion ol s work, lu ng him 
into a ceep i gentie siumber,—he gave up ri onost ind siept 
with the fathers, on the 28th of February, 1842. 


in 1841, Mr. Simpkins was only the third minister of the First 


Church in Brewster, since its formation, October 16, 1700—a pe- 


riod of more than one hundred nd torty years This « rcum- 
stance, creditabie alike to the parish an iis ministers, aflords a 
pleasing contrast to the instability and fickleness which in these 
days too genera y ¢ iracterize both pastors and churches. 
\i niist reparin this brief 1 ‘moir and nvest iting § the per 
Vhilst preparing this | { memoir and in c ig the per- 
sonal and proiessional history of its subject, we have been more 


than ever impressed wiih the greatness of our obligation to 
venerable fathers of our Cor egational churches, the last of 


whose representatives are fast Cisappearing trom our pulpits. We 


have found in the life of Mr. Simpkins the same manifestations 


which grive vene rableness and beauty to the chara ‘ters of sO many 
of the old clergymen of New England—the almost Apostolic sanc- 


titv, the inieliec ual soundness, the correct scho irship, the pru- 


nee coupled with guilelessness, the wisdom mingled with meek- 
ness, the dignitv tempered with suavity, the indepé ncence softened 
by gentleness—such qualilies as w always be necessary to the 


11 ; 
perm inence, success and Happiness Of the ministerial connexion. 


Cc. R. 
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Fami “fe s and Family Joys By Frederika 


r 
r of *7 VelgR ag Ti led jrom the 

Vary H t+, New York larper and Brothers. 

24, OV 

*s DAUGHTERS 1 \ ) j ofa rness By 


| }. Munt & Co. 1843. pp. 212, 12mo. 

, | by more persons in our commu- 

t it se. We see them lying on all centre-tables ; 
< hye x ~ swe have done, to pleasant 
. We sha ot < of them therefore as to 
« . we r i ‘ { rs, W ‘ich has 
! e from us a 1dy ihe tites of the three ol 
ns have appeared since that, we have arranged ac- 
‘ i m of their com I ve exc ence The 
be placed second o yto H : | is far superior 


‘ el rs rs tie 3 |e st su ess! il where sne 18 
; 1 her conce ns, | s, of characte Yet 
v 1 38 Ti ol most sing lar « racters, she 

passages. We have never been reconciled to 
e | »wed Serena to his home with trembling and 


wer of the story depends greatly upon him: but we 


g 
from him after all. ‘The Authoress seems to have 

n her different compositions to |e ad upon the stage 
ndividual marked by strangeness, wildness, unhealthi- 
ament,—Bruno, in The Neighbors; the blind Eliza- 
H—— Family: Sara,in Home; and though morbid in 


gree, Edla,in The President’s Daughters. Their pecu- 


strike us alwavs as peculiarities of nature. 


tt t ft 


Bremer oceasionally fails in an evident attempt to Impress 
d i 











This 


] } 1] - 
ment upon the reader, as she would desire. 
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appears in st veral instances where she doubtless intends to exalt 


» show that the importance of marriage to woman’s 


single life—t | 


happiness is generally exaggerate d. In this she is not always suc- 
cessful, though nearly so in Petrea. There is also, in several 


cases, an untortunate choice of incident. We are constantly 


thinking, as we read,—were this or that slight thing changed, the 
whole would be unexes ptionable. Not that we would have all that 
is disagreeable, harsh, sad, disappointing, taken away,—for it is 


not taken away from actual life. We would only have it natural, 


like the evil ol! lite. n styie Miss Bremer commands excellent 
resources. She is impulsive, familiar, and therefore often inclined 
to looseness and little inelegancies. But every thing is animated, 


and animates the interest. Chere is unusual freshness, vigor, 
SpiFit. Opi are mace lo taik JUSt as Tney do laiK, We presume, 

“EE , ro See” al] > al ld "i 
in Sweden; and very much as they talk all over the world. Chil- 
dren prattle ; young girls frolic, weep, jest again, strike up ardent 
- | P ] rite | . ] ~T ntal {tore « lL] ler ladine 
friendships, and write long and sentimental letters; elderly ladies 
gossip, when opportunities are favorable ; bachelors, like the As- 
sessor Munter, scold ; youthful matrons moralize and are grave; 
unthinking fops, like Arwid, are desperately foolish. here is 
continual zest and piquancy in the narrations and conversations. 
Sometimes an event the description of which is ordinarily insipid, 
trite and dull, is given us here, by a few racy strokes, with most 
pleasing vivac ly. An exumpie of this oceurs in ne announce- 
by the chi dren, to the President and Miss R n list, of the 
between Alaric and Adela 


We wish to speak, however, particularly, and with especial com- 


ment, 


consummation 


mendation, of Home. weave the passage between Elise Frank and 


, with the 


Jacobi, we take hardly an exception to it. Tha 
suspicions thus occasioned in the mind of the Judge himself, and 
worse still, in the mind of Elise’s own daughter, is to us disgusting 
and altogether intolerable. It is too bad to belong even among 
“family sorrows.” ‘The existence of such a passion and such a 


al "CyIIe 7 ‘ } ! x ny? : the 
jeaiousy 1S nmionstrous. he man who dared to express tne one 


sho ild have be en no longer an inmate of tl ce family he h id S50 


grossly insulted, and the latter is inconsistent with a husband’s true, 


earnest affection. The difficulty is, indeed, very prettily healed 
in the book; but few married persons would acknowledge such 


weaknesses, or venture on such atrial. The first idea given of 
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Jacobi is one that it is hard to reconcile, throughout, with the man 
he afterwards appears. Such misjudgments of real capability, 
however, and such transformations too, do happen in the real world 
daily. In all other points we say, making allowances for national 
characteristics, the moral tone of the book seems to us wholesome 


and sound. The spirit it bre athes is crenuine and salutary. Beau- 


tiful thoughts, beautiful emotions, noble truths find expression in 
fitting accents. \\ ithout pre tension to great reguiar ty in unfold- 


astrophe or by the way 


ing the plot, or to startling effect in the ca 


thither, all is in good taste, well-sustained, nature-like. Generosity, 
self-denial, piety, have the spiritual rewards that are their own, 
and their own only. The relation of the sickness and death of 
the son is full of pathos and religion. It is a worthy illustration 
of a manly, Christian resignation. Sara’s history, too, offers just 


warnings and is not without too many prototypes. We must be 


permitted, by the way, to believe that there is a love, which with- 
out being so dangerously romantic as Africa’s, is yet not quite 
so practical as that of Louise. 

It is extremely offensive not to be able to open the newspapers 
without having one’s associations with delightful works like these 
disturbed by the wranglings of publishers, and dispute s about trans- 
lations. We suppose at least there can be no hazard in saying, that 


in original subject-matter Mrs. Howitt has selected more happily 


than the translators in America. 


Tue Memory or tue Dean. A Sermon pre ached at the Unita- 
rian Churchin Lynn, February 24, 1843, on the occasion of the 
death of Rev. William Gray Swett, late Pastor of that Church. 
By S. K. Lothrop, Pastor of the Church in Brattle Square. 
Boston. pp. 20, Svo. 

Five Sermons of the late William Gray Swett, Pastor of the 
Unitarian Church at Lynn. Not intended or prepared by him 
for publication. Print d for his parishioners and other friends. 


Bos on. 1813. pp. 56. Svo. 


Tue death of Mr. Swett, in the full promise of his years and 


virtues, amidst indications of growing worth and usefulness and 











368 NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


the endearments of fresh domestic affection, was an event in itself 


deeply interestin ’, and stuite | to \ cen svmpathies even bevond 
the imme ite circle of his trie SIDS, It was S Wish—and it 
was a tour ng token of his filtal prety—t t his tune il obsequies 
snould be ordered so as best to satisfy smothers eart: and 
having been wholly private, it was altogether reasonable, that his 


par shione rs, by whom he was sincerely bel ved, Shou d seek 


their respectful re rrets, Accordingly, 


another occasion to express 
in the church where he had ministered the discourse before us was 


delivered, in which his character is justly and happily exhibited. 


There was perhaps somewhat of delicacy in the task: for to solid 
excellences and endearing virtues were united some unden ible pe- 
culiarities, chiefly of manner, which from the sin city, fearless- 
ness, and ger us inde ence that were soumong his traits, 
were obDvio even to strangers Lo thes Mi L rop adverts 
] l ¢ ¢ ltr ‘ se} . . P ) 
wilh equal tenderness and tru o”’ his ready, piayl nd finety 
touched wit, which he did not always restrain: his keen perception 


of the ridicuious, that led him to smile when some would be grave 3 


a power of quaint, graphic, humorous description, which he 


sometimes indulged in a way not caiculiated to meet the entire ap- 
probation of 1 e who can see nothing and a eciate nothing in 
} ; } ] ‘ . ‘ 

life an character beyond heir own torma Y and decorum. 

— “eer — 

But, as is added, “*that all these were underlaid Dy a deep reve- 

" . a} ‘ ] +0} ] ‘ ‘ ] 

rence for e essential truths and objects of religion: a hearty 

devotedness to his profession, a profound, ch ke, trustful love of 

God, and a quick, tender, sym uthising, practical love of man, is 

too clear to need to be proved ; too Istly apprec ited, to net 1 to 
, , , , . ‘ ; 

be urged upon those who knew and loved him, who w cherish 


his memory and lament his loss 


Mr. Swett appears to have especially excelled in his relations as 
a pastor. His heart overflowed with tender affections, and “on 


. : , . 9 . 
his tongue was the law of kindness. Llis sympathies were as ef- 
fectual as they were sincere so that the suffer ng of every class, 


—and we adopt again the words of Mr Lothrop—* the poor, the 


sick, the aged and infirm, the solitary and the sorrowful in the 
parish, in the town, and in every place where he ministered, will 
bear ample and honorable testimony to his unwearied kindness.” 


Connected with the funeral discourse are five sermons, selected 
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from the manuscripts of Mr. Swett, and “ printed for his parishion- 
ers and friends.” ‘There is always some hazard in posthumous 
publications like these, “‘ neither intended nor prepared ” by the 
writer for the press. Such are never the proper subjects for criti- 
cism ; but in the present instance, we are confident they will yield 
gratification to those for whom they are designed. In the singular 
choice of the texts of two or three of the discourses we recognise 
the peculiar turn of the author’s mind. But we remember the fe- 
licity with which he established weighty truths on unpromising 
foundations ; and those, who knew him better and heard him of- 
tener than we, speak with marked respect of the reverence, rich- 
ness of thought, and deep seriousness of his devotional services. 
As is noticed in the funeral discourse, “ the past year has been 
marked by repeated instances of mortality in the clergy of this 


> Even since the 


vicinity. Death has been busy in our ranks.’ 
departure of our lamented friend, more than one has been added 
to the great congregation: and monition has followed upon moni- 
tion, which it will be our highest wisdom, as it surely is our bound- 


en duty, to improve. 





A Discourse delivered in the First Congregational Church, 
Quincy, March 7, 1843, at the Funeral of Rev. Peter Whitney. 
By William P. Lunt. Published by request. Quincy, 1843. 
[With an Appendix.] pp. 29, 8vo. 


Notice has been taken, and use been made, of this discourse in 
the article which a friend has furnished upon the character of the 
late Mr. Whitney. We need only add, that it is a faithful tribute 
to the memory of one whom the writer describes in terms which 
prove at once the truthfulness and the delicacy of his own mind. 
Avoiding the language of panegyric, it delineates the traits which 
secured for the deceased the estimation of his friends and the con- 
fidence of his parishioners, through a life prolonged beyond the 
usual term, and a ministry that far outrun what we have learned 
in these days to consider the limits of professional labor. ‘The ad- 
dresses to those who, in their various relations to the departed, were 
affected by the lesson of his removal—his bereaved family and re- 
47 
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latives, his brethren in the Christian ministry, the members of the 
church and society with which he was so long connected, and 
} 


the inhabitants of the town among whom he was as a patriarch— 


the discourse. An appendix con- 


occupy a considceravie par 
I. ! 


tains some cocuments reiayng to his st emen and his hun ral. 


Tue Beuiever’s Rest. A Sermon preached to the First Church, 
on Sunday, March 19,1848. Byits Minister, N. L. Frothing- 
ham. Not published. Boston. 1843. pp. 16, 8vo. 


On the twenty-eighth anniversary of his ordination Dr. Frothing- 


1] 1 4 | | tprrine , ‘ + ¢ +] ‘ 
ham delivered to his peopte instrue mm pertinet ) the parti ilar 
occasion as Wwe ] 
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they are inconsiderable? * * * A parental Creator, a commis- 


sioned Saviour, a spirit of holy benediction, oracles of truth writ- 


ten and handed down for our government and consolation, hopes 


beyond time, existence fand judgement | beyond the crave -—these 


will he affect to slight as inconsiderable?” ‘The discourse con- 
} P ea] r ae 

cludes with words of plain and affectionate advice to those who 
meohase Bese : ‘ r shar ct “ethan ¢ ern la f 7T. 

worship within wha yreucner ; Lie laberna ot our 

well-known conser sm. in these unsettled days of religious con- 


ceits, extravacancies and divisions.”” He urges them to remember 
“that, apart from their general obligations * * they have duties 
also towards the form of faith they profess, and to that portion of 
the comm to V 1 they b ” 

A miserable pamphlet has appeared in this city, entitled “ Re- 
flections upon B ver’s Rest. A Sermon, &c. By a Believ- 
er”? We ( et with deliberation. A more unworthy 
periorma VW I m read, | i tempts at sarcasm are 


} , 
com ! \ ( ! Wi cr Lit 
i 
' ! 
writer \ I i bi he kept his 
i 

I es fl | ( l ry et 

i! l i \ I red rvice to 


he endeare self to his people by most faithful labors, and left 
impressions that abide upon living hearts. It was therefore a be- 
coming act in his successor, to strike a note of sympathy with the 
feelings of his for r congregation on their receiving the mourn- 
ful intellias e of his eath. Mr. 1 ss pers laintance 


with the subject of his notice did not enable him to pourtray the 


character which he brought into view, so much from his own re- 


} ! 1 


collection as from the stance which he acknowledges having 


received from other hands. H scription however of Mr. Wells’s 
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various excellencies shows that he was not a stranger to the traits 
which most distinguished him. The one word which he considers 
most applicable to him, at once for its justice and its comprehen- 
siveness, is ** truthfulness. He was a true man; true to the objects 
and aims of human life, considered in its distinctive and noblest 
relations.” Te possessed a rare combination of qualities, uniting 
to ** deeply-rooted moral principle, sirong intellectual powers, and 
untiring industry, the no less prominent characteristics of gentle- 
ness of manner and kindness of disposition.” ‘* Usefulness, the 
great aim of his life, was especially the aim of his preaching.” 
*‘ In his theological sentiments he was a Unitarian, upon principle 
and from investigation.” Mr. Edes presses upon the people who 
once enjoyed the benefit of such ministrations, the solemn impor- 
tance of living according to the instructions they received, that 
these instructions may not rise up in their condemnation at the 


judgment. 


Our Pouiticat Ipotatry. A Discourse delivered in the First 
Church in Roxbury, on Fast Day, April 6, 1843. By George 
Putnam, Minister of that Church. Published by request of the 


Parish. Boston: W. Crosby & Co. 1843. pp. 16, Svo. 


Mr. Putnam has in this discourse spoken plainly and fearlessly, 
to the times and of the times. We do not regard it as one of his 
best sermons, but it abounds with strong truth and pertinent warn- 
ing. If we were disposed to cavil at rhetorical faults, we should 
complain that he pursues his idea of representing a majority asa 
Sovereign, till it runs into a conceit. ‘The idea however is founded 
in a correct observation of the tendencies and ways of our people, 
and is justified by many well-chosen illustrations. ‘ Shall I not,” 
says Jehovah through his prophet, (Isaiah x. 11,) “as | have done 
unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?” 
This text suggests the remark, that “ our nation is liable to the 
same errors and sins which have brought distress and ruin on other 
nations ; and if we do as other nations have done, we shall sufler 
as they have suffered.” But “ our people think otherwise ;” and 
to expose the unsoundness and mischief of their self-confidence is 


the purpose of the discourse. 
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Mr. Putnam regards the great danger to our republic—* the 
great and only peril with us’”—as consisting “‘ in exalting the popu- 
lar will into a divinity ;” * the only possible despotism for us, as 
threatening us singly and solely from the side of party passion and 


oO 
5 5 


sweeping popular domination, majority exalted into a tyrant.” 
The character of this evil he exposes, and its consequences he 
pourtrays. He shows how it has already impaired the value of our 
free institutions, and corrupted the morals of the land; and how 
the vices, which we fondly suppose belong only to despotic or he- 
reditary monarchies, really exist among us in connexion with “ our 
changeful ruler, the Majority”—* our emperor, the Popular Will.” 
The tendency is, “ to make this sovereign absolute and unfettered 
in his sway.” The barriers which might check his power are al- 
ready assailed ; as, for example, the independence of the Judiciary. 
He is capable of committing violence, and as likely to commit it, 
as other sovereigns ; “that great interest, so closely connected 
with the prosperity and morality of a nation—property”—may be 
made only the occasion of provoking his jealousy or his cupidity. 
In the moral character of his dealings he may show a want of “a 
high-toned conscience,” by his disregard of honour and good faith ; 
witness the “* moral outrage of repudiation.” For his intelligence 
there can be no security ; mark the character of great numbers of 
our voters, and the proceedings in our legislatures. Our tendency 
is towards absolute democracy, but “absolute and unmitigated de- 
mocracy is tantamount to downright and insupportable despotism— 
the worst in the world, because it is the reign of chaos and confu- 
sion.” “The one thing that this nation needs is humiliation.” 
“ We have set up an Idol. The specious name we have inscribed 
upon its car is Popular Rights; a noble title, a precious posses- 
sion, and never to be disparaged, ever to be honoured—honoured 
and guarded—but not worshipped.” “ In this idol, and our fanati- 
cal worship of it, lies our danger. It may crush us yet, as it has 
others ; as Samaria, so Jerusalem.” 

With the parties which divide our republic, as they now stand, 
Mr. Putnam has nothing to do. His words deserve to be weighed, 
whichever party may hold the ascendancy. Wé should be sorry 
to learn that an attempt was made to use this discourse as an in- 


strument of political warfare. The writer had higher ends in view. 








374 NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Tue Grory or tHe Larter House. A Sermon preached at th 
D dication of the Centr VM inghous } ( sfore Thurs- 
day, A; ril 13, 1843. By H nry A Wiles Pa tor of the South 
Congrezalt al Society in Lo Published by request Low- 
ell. 1842. pp. 24, 8vo. 

THE occasion on which this rmon was prea 1 was some- 
what peculiar. ‘The town of Chi had been distracted by 
religious dissension ind wi c ( thouse s seem- 
ed only to provoke strife It was “el y consume t night 
of February 13, 1842, by fire, “which beyon t was the 
work of an in ry.” The two denominatio1 | arians and 
Universalists, feeling “that it w | be burdensome to them to 
erect two churches when one would s e, and 1 if erected it 
would be mpossible for them to give two ministers an ad juate 
support, in the spirit of good ¢ ns and brothers « e together 
to consult for their con 0 Both det s contribut- 
ed generously to furnish means for the erection of é w he 
For nearly a year they had united together in the same acts of re- 
ligious worship. Meanwh e edifice had been c ( and 
they were gather side b ce n in solem dedi o it 
to Almighty God.” The services of dedi n were conducted 
partly by Unitarian, and partly by Universalist ministers ;—the In- 
troductory Prayer being offered, and the Ser ptures read, by Rev 
Mr. Miner of Lowell, the Prayer of Di on by Rev. Mr. White 
of Littleton, the Seri nb Rev. Mr. Miles, and e Address to the 
People by Re V. Mr. Th Lye r ol | we 

| nder the se circumstances Mr. Miles’s disc rse ¢ 1 « VI 
the character which we find it bears. It is addressed to t spirit 
of union which had succeeded the spirit of GiIVISIO! lt S st sible 
in its strain of remark, judicious in its selection of pics, and alto- 
gether suitable and worthy of the occasion. After a series of in- 
troductory remarks founded on the hist ry of the past* and th 
aspects of the present, Mr. Miles offers ** some reasons for believ- 

* Mr. Miles mentions one circumstan W s st rly t ré 

gious character of our f t s ‘At f eet ich was 

ever held in the town of C nsford eh t ne vears 
ago—liberal provision w ade for es ient lance of 
public worship 
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ing that the glory of this latter house may be greater than of the 


hose place it occupies ;—first, “* the circumstances of 


former,” W | 


union under which it was erected ;” secondly, ** the leading move- 
ments of the times, showing that men begin to feel a deeper inter- 
est in the great work of improving the condition of society ;” 
thirdly, the reviving ** fortunes of the town of Chelmsford ;” and 
fourthly, “* the signs of an increasing interest in religion” which 
mark the present period. 

The Address by Mr. Thayer accompanies the Sermon, and con- 


tains equally appropriate and wel 


' 1 
ll-expressed advice. 


" 


A Cut OF Bui SSING: Or f Pastor’s acknowl dat ment to his Peo- 
pe in return for their fu chalice. By J. T. Sargent, April 
23, 1843. Boston. pp. 12, l2mo. 

Tus is a truly pastoral address, in the form of a letter by one 

| ; 


of the ministers at large in our city. on receiving from the attend- 


ants on his ministry a token of their affection and re spe ct. As the 
occasion was in itself peculiar, so is the form of the acknowledge- 
ment. When we first learned that a silverce ip had been presented 
to one ol the m sters to the poor ry nis own pe ople, we confess 


we we! truck with some feeling of incongruity. It seemed 


what r] ng, and not quite in keeping, that they who 


needed such a ministry should b 1 the way of bestowing such 
costly gifts; nor were we alone in this impression. But the letter 
sell ¢ ~ 1uch to explain the apparent incons stency. And even 


had it not been so, we could hardly have prevailed upon ourselves 


to regret, still less to censure what had proved the occasion of so 
mut g if ng and so much go xd utterance between a pastor 
and sil 


It may be proper to observe, that among the worsh ppers in Suf- 
folk Street Chapel are a few families, by no means to be classed 


with the indigent, but attracted by the convenience of its location 
as well as attachment to the pastor, and desirous of contributing 
share to the support of his ministry. Ir. Sargent therefore 


very justly mentions it as a grateful circumstance, that “in this 


tribute of their regard the rich and the poor are united;” that 


} 


‘no invidious distinction has separated their names ;” while he in- 
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timates his satisfaction, that no inconvenient burden was imposed 
by it upon those whose “‘ own cup was any thing but silver—full of 
sorrow and need.” 

We are especially pleased with the good sense and modest 
dignity with which the writer speaks of the difficulties to a minis- 
ter in accepting “‘ extra donations” from his people, and particu- 
larly in accepting their praises. [is scruples of delicacy in re- 
ceiving the gift are very gracefully united with his gratitude for it. 
What was so affectionately offered he could not, in truth, without 
giving pain have refused. ‘Therefore he thankfully receives it, not 
only as “‘a personal compliment and as a symbol of mutual sym- 
pathies,” but as “‘a sign of duty; an admonition to diligence ;” 
and “as the earnest of that social and spiritual unity which ought 
to bind every flock.” 

We have seldom met with any address of the sort that has 
pleased us more. Without quaintness or straining of words, Mr. 
Sargent has converted a iemporal gift to a spiritual use; and with 
equal felicity of thought and expression has conveyed instruction, 


which we hope may prove of lasting benefit to his people. 


Tue SunDay Scnoot Sinecinc Boox: Be ing a Collection of Hymns 
with appropriate Music, designed as a Guide and Assistant to 
the Devotional Exercises of Sabbath Schools and Families : 
Comprising also the Elements of Music, with directions for a 
good development of the Voice, and Vocal Exercises. By Ed- 
ward L. White, Author of “ The Sabbath School Choir,” &c. 
Boston: W. Crosby & Co. 1843. pp. 112, 18mo. 


Tuts is a welcome aid to one department of Sunday School ex- 
ercises. It is prepared with taste and judgment. Many of the ex- 
cellent and time-cherished tunes used in our churches have been 
introduced, and new tunes, having much in their sweetness and 
simplicity to recommend them, have been added. The “ directions 
for a good development of the voice” are judicious, and the ex- 
perienced author is entitled to credit for the manner in which he 


has executed his task. 
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Orpination at Fart River, Mass.—Rev. John F. W. Ware, of 
Cambridge, and of the class most recently graduated from the Cam- 
bridge Divinity School, was ordained as Pastor of the Unitarian Church 
and Soci ty in Fall River, Wednesday, May 3, 1843. The Introductory 
Prayer was by Rev. Mr. Angier of Milton; Reading of Scriptures, by 
Rev. Mr. Huntington of Boston; Sermon, by Rey. Mr. Putnam of Rox- 
bury; Prayer of Ordination, by Rev. Mr. Hall of Providence, R. 1; 
Charge, by Rey. Mr. Allen of Northboro’; Right Hand of Fellowship, 
by Rev. Mr. Smith of Boston; Address to the People, by Rev. Mr. 
Briggs of Plymouth; Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Peabody of New 
Bedtord. 

The Sermon was on the Doctrines of the Gospel; the text from Ro- 
mans i. 16: “The Gospel of Christ.” What are, and what are not, the 
doctrines of the Gospel ? "There is reason for the discussion. Among 
Liberal Christians the movement is now a spiritual one. God speed it. 
But it is not therefore the less necessary to go back occasionaily, to sur- 
vey and to re-establish our doctrine,—the foundations of our Evangelical 
faith ; to throw upon them such increased light as we may have gained. 
Other denominations were never more active in pushing forward and 
defending the dogmas of their creeds than at this moment. What are 
not doctrines of the Gospel? Several articles of belief which, though 
preached and defended popularly as such, are yet mere theories, things 
metaphysical and speculative; not in the Gospel, nor of it. The fol- 
lowing were considered at some length and in order. 1. The nature 
of Christ; his rank, his position in the scale of being. Each Christian 
has probably his metaphysical theory of that nature. The several pre- 
vailing views were stated. The preacher has his grounds for his own 
view. But they are philosophical, not Christian. There is no Gospel 
doctrine on the subject. 2. Vicarious atonement. Here is a Christian 
who maintains, and here is another who cannot maintain, that the 
grand purpose of Clirist’s death was to make such an atonement. Let 
both, if they will, toil for their convictions, But let neither of them— 
he who asserts nor he who denies—suppose that he is dealing then 
with Gospel doctrine. It may be justifiable sometimes for a religious 
teacher to depart from his peculiar work to contend with errors like 
this, because they are loudly proclaimed and sooner or later harm the 
character. But, for the time being he is not giving himself to Gospel 
iS 
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instruction, to the work of evangelizing. 3. Et 


ernal punish 


ment. One 


man believes it,—strangely enough, to him who holds the preacher’s 


opinions of the character of God and the law 


denies it; denies that the sinnet cs at deatl 


unquenchable, everlasting burning and torture. 


to hold that his doctrine is a Gospel doctri 


declare it. The Gospel teaches us of retribut 


' 


duration are not parts of revelati 
the ories, are mighty engines of sectarian t 

with overwhelming eflect; but we must not 
for righteousness’ sake. What are doctrines of 
found in the books of the tour Evangelists, anc 
not be compre ssed, and it is the labor of a | 
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the Saviour’s conversation with Nicodemus, 


“Blessed are the pure in heart.”. Who ever we 


text, and that “ doctrine Self-renunciation, 1 
—these are they. And the re is a Gosp | doctr 
He who muses over it and meditates and pray 


be kindled by it. Let the young brother dy 


these with his whole soul in them, and he may 


of the Gospel of Christ. 
The Charge commenced wit ! 


whom the words of counsel were to | 


from illness, no one present could forg 


hortation, and encouragement were t ! \ 
fulness, prayel and zeal._—Mr. Smith, wit thre 
ship from the churches, offered also cordial ( 
in study, his classmate and friend. He ming 
welcome, assurances of satistaction in the ! 
only it should be engaged in wi a cl 


faithfulness and devotion to the end \ 
sriggs reminded them in ¢ te terms of 
between himself and them, an est t for 
united invitation showed them ready to besto 
plenteously shared. A genuine svn pathiy, 
and design, he regarded as the best bond 

to whom he ministers; and where that exists, 


attention, concession, and care, will be ever 


The services were attended by interested e« 


Cambridge, Providence, New Bedtord, and tly 


cent. The beautiful church was well filled. 
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Eee iesiasticat History or Kixeston, Mass.—In the last number 
of the Miscellany we gave an account of the services at the Ordination 
of Rev. Mr. Pope at Kingston, Mass. We should have incorporated 
into that account the following briet sketch of the bistory of the church 
in Kingston, which was furnished us by a friend, had it been put into 
our hands in season. As it may be interesting to some of our readers, 
we insert it in the present number. 

The town of Kingston was set off from Plymouth as a parish in 1717, 
and incorporated as a town in 1726, It was the fifth church, in order, of 
those which sprang trom Plymouth, being preceded by those of Dux- 
bury, Marshfield, Eastham and Plymouth. 

Joseph Stacey, a liberal and learned man, was ordained as Pastor, 
November 2, 1720. He “was born in Cambridge in the year 1694, 
served his time at shoe-making, and subsequently received an education 
at Harvard College. He was a small man in stature, of great bodily ac- 


t a 


tivity, and delighting in gunning and fishing. Tle was very proficient 
in his studies, attentive to his duties, li ippy ip the aflections of his peo- 
ple, mild and lil n his views, and extremely abstemious in his diet. 
He died of a fever, August 25, 1741.” His ministry was nearly twenty- 
one years inlength. He graduated at Harvard College in 1719, 
Thaddeus Maccarty succeeded Mr. Stacey, and was ordained Novem- 
ber 3, 1742. Mr. Macearty was not so happy as his predecessor in the 


ministry. He was inclined to favor Whitetield, who was then traversing 


the country, and who preached in Plymouth in the summer of 1745; 
and in const ‘cof a current rumor that the usual Thursday lecture 
was to b prea ied in Kingst n by Mr. Whitetield, the Comtnittee closed 


thre dl ors of the house, and re used adil jon even to the Pastor. In- 


sulted by this act, Mr. Macearty asked his dismissal, but previously to any 


raw it The Church however 


tition, taking no notice of the second. He pre ached 


action upon his letter endeavored to wit! 
answered his first pe 
his farewell discourse November 3, 1745, trom Acts xx. 31, which was 
certainly a very appropriate text. Ile was a violent and bigoted man, 
coarse in his manners, and an ultra Calvinist even of those days. “ As 
a public preacher, he was solemn, loud, si arching, and rousing ; ”—such 
is the testimony of a contemporary. After the excitement of his dis- 
missal was over, the people expressed a high regard for him, and he 
bore testimony to the happiness of his ministry among them. He was 
ealled to Worcester, where he spent his days. 

William Rand succeeded Mr. Maccarty. He was born in Charles- 
town; was previously settled in Sunderland, and installed here in 1746. 
He was graduated at Harvard College in 1721. He died suddenly in 
1779, aged 71 years. His ministry, of thirty-three years, was a very happy 


one. He wasa mild and pleasant man, worthy of being esteemed by every 
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one. In his theological views he was a firm Calvinist, but ever concili- 
atory and charitable in his manner toward all his neighbors, some of 
whom had even then learned to think upon difficult questions. 

Zephaniah Willis, a native of Bridgewater, who graduated at Harvard 
College in 1778, was ordained as tourth Pastor over this Society, Octo- 
ber 18, 1780. Mr. Willis is still living. During his ministry, from the 
communication of his own views, the Society gradually left the walks 
of Calvinism, of which it was never over-fond. Mr. W. labored 
faithfully for forty-eight years with this Society as their active Pastor. 
In the year 1828 Jonathan Cole, of Salem, was invited to settle, and 
was ordained January 21, 1829. To Mr. Willis the Society continue 
much attached. His connection with the Church has never been dis- 
solved by any vote. And he continues in his interest, as well as in fact, 
the Pastor of the Church and Society. It is over sixty-two years since 
he was settled here. And at the advanced age of eighty-five he con- 
tinues a most constant attendant upon divine service, even when the 
weather is sufficiently inclement to keep his younger neighbors at home. 
His seat still faces the congregation, being underneath the pulpit. As 
a pastor, he was kind and considerate ; as a parishioner, if such he may 
be called, none could be more indulgent and taithtul. 

The Society divided, when Mr. Willis withdrew from active service. 
Mr. Cole resigned his charge, and was afterwards invited to settle with 
the Unitarian Society in Hallowell, Me. John D. Sweet succeeded him, 
and was installed October 21, 1835. Augustus R. Pope has recently 


been ordained as his successor—April 19, 1°43. 


Mippitesex Sunpay Scnoon Associatiox.—This body held its 


second semi-annual meeting at Lowell on Wednesday, May 3, 1843. 


Of the towns included within the Cambridge circuit, to which the As- 


sociation is originally limited, 


the del fes were most humerous from 
Medford, Waltham and Concord. The morning was oce upied in a 
conference of the teachers, in which there was a great deal of interest- 


ul enforcement of the principles 


ing and instructive remark, views 
on which religious instruction of the young must be conducted, and 
conclusions as to the mode and serpin | means, drawn trom ae- 


tual trial and the observations of intellige: nd love. At one o’clock 


the Association and their guests dined in the vestry; and at two the 
public meeting in the church was opened. Rey. Mr. Stetson of Med- 
ford preached, on the principles of the religious culture of the young. 


Rev. Mr. Waterston of Boston, and Mr. Hill trom Cambridge spoke ; 
and Mr. Thayer of Boston addressed the children of the Lowell Sun- 
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day school, who were there assembled. The meeting was interesting 
and encouraging, beyond even the expectation of those who were 


present. 


Dupte1wn Lecrure.—The annual discourse before the members of 
the University at Cambridge, established by the will of Hon. Paul Dud- 
ley, was delivered in the College Chape 1, on Wednesday, May 10, 1843, 
by Rev. E. S. Gannett of Boston. The Lecture was commenced in 
1755, and is limited to the discussion of four subjects, which must be 
examined in rotation. ‘The subject this year was Natural Religion, and 
it was the object of the preacher to ascertain its precise value in rela- 


tion to the great questions of human interest. 


Derey Lectrure.—This annual discourse was delivered on Wednes- 
day, May 24, 1843, in the meetinghouse of the Third Congregational 
Society in Hingham, by Rev. E. B. Hall, of Providence, R. The sub- 
ject was the Power of Education, and the common disregard of it seen 
in the narrowness of principle, aim, means, and result. The occasion is 
an ancient one, founded by Mrs. Derby, in aid of the cause of Education 


in the Academy there, the children of which all attend the services. 


SREAKFAST AND Farr at Roxsury.—An eminently successful at- 
tempt has been made to provide funds for the erection of a Unitarian 
meetinghouse in Geneva, Ill. Rey. A. H. Conant, whose ordination as 
an Evangelist was noticed in the .Wiscellany tor July, 1841, has been 
preaching, since his return to the West, in Geneva and its neighbour- 
hood, and has gathered a congregation who desire a permanent place 


of worship for themselves and their pastor, and have subscribed a con- 


siderable sum for this end: but being unable trom their present resour- 


ces to raise the requisite amount, lave looked to their friends at the 
East for assistance, Several ladies of the First Congregational Society 
in Roxbury, who felt a peculiar interest in the condition of this infant 
church, devised a method of affording them aid, which yielded results 
heyond the largest expectations of those by whom it was conducted. 
They proposed to hold a breakfast and a fair at the Norfolk House, on 
the morning of the first of May, when visitors from Boston might be 
tempted out of town by the freshness of a spring morning. Tickets 


were sold, granting admittance to the rooms, and other tickets entitled 
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hment which was set forth on simply, 


les of personal convenience or orna- 


xed prices. May-day however, ac- 
ose \ 0 at this scason of the year 
on Ey Cisth | rather than the 

y disappointment and postponement. 
and the hall which was the princi- 
the whole morning, and we be- 

ng, with a dense crowd, talking 
eches or to Sic, buyil gy, eating, or 


inclina- 


dl 


trom 


their 
1] to 12 o’clock in 
esses, Which were made by Rev. Mr. 
John C, Park, Esq. and 


own 


Rey. James F. Clarke of Boston, and Mr. Frederick Huidekoper of Mead- 


‘ambridge. 


ville, Penn., at present a resident near the University at ¢ 

After detraying the necessary expenses, the amount of net receipts was 
found to be S015; S00 of which, being as n ch as was needed for this 
purpose, has been given for the completion of the edifice at Geneva, and 


the remainder been appropriated to the personal benet 
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the Diffusion oft U se ful KK owl dge, A considerable length of time 
will doubtless « lapse, before the principal tele scope can be manufac- 
tured, but measures we doubt not will be immediately taken for having 


" ” 


it in progress without delay. 


New York Anniversaries.—U pon looking over the reports of the 
meetings of the Benevolent Religious Associations that celebrated their 
anniversaries the last month in New York, as given in the ew York 
Observer, we do not find reason for presenting a very particular abstract 
of their proceedings. The usual methods of communicating intelli- 
gence and keeping alive an interest in the objects conte inplated by the 
several Associations were adopted, ajyparently with the usual success, 
The Annual Reports of the Committees were read, detailing the opera- 
tions of the past year, addresses were made, principally by laymen, ser- 
mons were preached, and on the whole the anniversary week in our 
sister city appears to have resulted in at least the usual amount of activi- 
ty and of satisfaction. One feature seems to have distinguished these 
meetings beyond those of former years—declamation against the Rom- 


ish Church. Some of the addresses before the American Bible Society 
and the Foreign Evangelical Socic ty particularly exhibit this character. 
The speeches generally discover more than usual care in the prepara- 
tion, and in some instances bear the aspect of regular discourses rather 
than extemporaneous effusions. 

The meetings commenced with the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, whose receipts and expenditures the last year had been about 
$60,000.—On Sunday evening, May 7, Rev. Dr. Sprague of Albany 
pre ached a sermon before the Foreign Evangelical So iely ; which he 


ted t 


has been re¢ quested to rep at “at Phil cle Ipliia and Albany, and if possi- 
ble, at Boston,” and also to give it for publication —The .dmerican Sea- 
men’s Friend Society had expended $13,785, being nearly S800 more than 
the receipts—The Report of the .dmerican 4 ti-Slavery Society stated, 
that “in no period since its existence has the Society bad so much rea- 
son to congratulate itself on its success.”—The Sunday School Union on 
Tuesday afiernvon assembled the t ousands of children connected with 
the Sunday schools of New York city at Castle Garden and Broadway 
Tabernacle, where they were address« d by different gentlemen; and in 


] 


the evening held a public meeting of the friends of the institution —The 


Convention for t Evangelization of the World—a meeting which was 
originated Jast year, When a Committee was appointed to report “a plan of 
action.” —assembled on Tuc sday, and held successive meetings on other 


On Wednesday a sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Wyckoff of 


days. 
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Albany. “The most important resolution” adopted “ provides for an an- 
nual concert for prayer and conference on the subject of missions for 
the conversion of the world, to be held in the city of New York during 
the anniversary week.” —The Fore len Evangelical Society had expended 
about $10,000 the last year. If the gentlemen who addressed this 


meeting expect to prevent the spread of Catholicism by the utter want 


of candour and indulgence of heated tempers which they showed, 


they will probably find they have mistaken the means for effecting 
their end.—The rece ipts of the .Jmerican Tract Society the last year ex- 
ceeded $96,000. The labours of the Society, abroad and at home, were 
detailed in the Report, and the meeting was addressed by three 
gentlemen who had been employed as missionaries in the East.-— 
The resources of the .dmerican Home Missionary Society for the year 
had exceeded $100,000. On comparison with the last Annual Report 
itappeared “that there had been important advances in the good ac- 


complished by the Society."-—The rece ipts of the American Bible Sociely 
amounted to $126,448. “The whole number of Bibles and Testaments 
issued in the course of the year, in nineteen different tongues, was 215, 


605. 
use of the blind.—The American T% mperance Union reported that “the 


The entire Bible has been stereotyped in raised letters for the 


temperance reformation has been instrumental in saving not less than 
half a million of our citizens from degradation and ruin, and has 
restored more than 100,000 drunkards ;” and in relation to foreign lands, 


that “in Ireland six millions have received the pledge,” “in Sweden 
50,000 persons,” “in Norway the parliament has resolved that after ten 
years there shall not be a distillery in the land,” and “in the Sandwich 
Islands the King, with all his chiefs, and 1500 of the population, have 
signed the pledge.”—The .dmerican Education Society listened to a Ser- 
mon from Rey. Dr. Beecher of Cincinnatii—The .dmerican Board of 
Foreign Missions held “a great missionary meeting” on Friday, when 
it was stated, that “ during the first nine months of the current financial 
year the receipts of the Board were $161,250, being less by $31,520 
than the appropriations, and less than the receipts of the same period 


of the former year by 893,159.” 


Norice. The Publishers of the Miscella / propose to issue a sup- 
plement to the present volume, containing the intelligence of the anni- 
versary week, together with the Title-page, Index, and Table of Contents 


for the volume. It will appear as soon as it can be prepared. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO VOLUME VIII. 


t 


THe Anniversaries.—The meetings of the various religious Asso- 
ciations connected with our portion of the Christian Church have this 
year been occasions of more than usual interest, and of great though 
not entire satisfaction. The attendance has been larger than for many 
years previous. More of the clerical brethren than we have ever seen, 
we think, on similar occasions were present, and hall and meeting- 
house crowded on successive days and evenings showed how many 
had come up to our “solemn feasts,” if not how deep an interest was 
felt by our people at large. The facilities of conveyance, that have been 
so gre atly increased of late, doubtless were one cause of the larger num- 
ber of visitors to our city than on former years; the weather too was 
propitious, as it enabled persons of both sexes to go abroad without ex- 
posure ; but unquestionably a desire that these meetings should be pro- 
ductive of spiritual benefit and an anticipation of pleasure from their 
recurrence had been growing among us, and led many who on previous 


anniversaries d stayed at home to join now their fellow-disciples 


around the table of friendship and the altar of a common faith. Differ 


ences there were of opinion and feeling, which found expression in 


Ways not altogether agreeable, and brought passing clouds over the sun- 
shine of our harmony, butt warm light of goodwill and reciprocal 
confidence broke in: , and the interruption, while it tanght the need 
of mutual rbearanee, gave us 1 Opport ty to exercise the graces 
which we have so diligently e nded to our brethren of other de- 
nominations. Before the commencement of the week the want of a 


perfect acquaintance with one another’s wishes and plans had, prevent- 
ed an arrangement of the exercises for Tuesday evening satisfactory to 


all parties, but every measure possible was taken to produce concord 


alike of feeling and action, and with a favourable result. The intro- 


duction of remarks and resolutions bearing upon the subject of Slavery 


changed in a measure the character of some of the meetings, but it was 
not allowed to disturb the fraternal sentiments of those who, differing 
in their judgments of what is right and best, yet respect in others the 
hone sty of conviction which they claim for thems¢ lves. The publie 
engagements of the week were appropriately and happily closed by a 
service, Which though for the first time celebrated in this manner among 
us, will, we hope, in future years reunite those who may take part in 


19 
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the excitement and fatigue of the other meetings, beneath the still and 
holy influences that overshadow the table of the Lord. 

We shall give as full an account of the several meetings immediately 
connected with our denomination as our limits will permit. We have 
laboured to condense, and yet not emit any thing which ought to ap- 


pear in our record. We shall notice the anniversaries in the order of 


their occurrence. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHARITABLE Society.—The Massachusetts Con- 
gregational Charitable Society holds its annual meeting for business only, 
without any public exercises. The meeting this year (1843) was held in 
the forenoon of Monday, May 20, in the Library of Rev. Dr. Froth- 
ingham, where there was a very full and punctual attendance of the 
members. The following gentlemen were elected as the Officers 
of the Society for the year:—Hon. Peter C. Brooks, President; Rev. 
John Pierce, D. D., Vice President; Rev. Francis Parkman, D. D., Secre- 
tary; Hon. James Savage, Treasurer; Rev. Henry Ware, D. D., Hon. 
Josiah Quincy, Peter C. Brooks, Leverett Saltonstall, James Savage, 
John A. Lowell, Esq . Counsellors. 

From the Report of the Treasurer it appeared, that the funds of the 
Society were in a secure and prosperous condition, and that there had 
been some addition made to them during the past year. It was 

Voted, ‘That eighteen hundred dollars be appropriated to the re- 
lief of destitute widows and orphans of deceased clergymen for the 
ensuing year; and that two hundred dollars be added for the same pur- 
pose to the contribution of the Convention on the following Thursday. 

The Secretary having announced the vacancy in the Society occa- 
sioned by the lamented death of Rev. Dr. Channing, Rev. Ezra S. Gan- 


nett was unanimously chosen in his place. 


Massacuvusetts Bisite Society.—The anniversary of this Society 
was held in the Central church, Winter Street, on Monday afternoon, 
May 29. At the previous meeting for business in the Vestry of the 
same church, after the Reports of the Treasurer and of the Executive 
Committee had been present d, the Socie ty made choice of Rev. John 
Pierce, D. D., President ; Rev. He nry Ware, D. D., Vice President: Rev. 
Francis Parkman, D. D., Corresponding Secrelary ; Rev. George W. Blag- 
den, Recording Secretary; Henry Edwards, Esq., Treasurer; Samuel 
May, Esq., duditor ; together with eighteen gentlemen as Trustees, six 
of whom are, agreeably to the Constitution of the Society, clergymen, 


and twelve laymen. 
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The Trustees at a subsequent meeting re-elected Rev. Francis 
Parkman, Rev. George W. Blugden and Henry Edwards, Esq. the Er- 
ecutive Committee for the year, to whom applications for Bibles may 
be addressed. A Committee of three was also appointed to take into 
consideration the expediency of appointing an Agent, whose duty it shall 
be to make inquiries as to the want of Bibles in the community, and to 
increase and diffuse a more active interest in the sacred objects of the 
Society throughout the Commonwealth. 

The public services at the church were introduced by a few remarks 
from the President, and the reading ofa portion of the Scriptures by Rev. 
Mr. Blagden. The Annual Re port was then read by Rey. Dr. Parkman, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee; from which it appeared, that 
during the past year there had been distributed gratuitously from the 
Depository 1677 Bibles, and 959 Testaments ; and that there had been 
sold, chiefly for charitable purposes, nearly 1000 copies more. ‘These 
Bibles and Testaments have been supplied to destitute individuals, to 
charitable institutions, to hospitals and to Sunday schools, to seamen in 
our national and private vessels, to prisons and to houses of reform. 

The meeting was then addressed by Rev. Bishop Eastburn of this 
city, on his motion, that the Report of the Executive Committee be ac- 
cepted, printed and circulated. The motion was seconded by Rev. Dr. 
Sharp, of Boston, with appropriate remarks; who was followed by Rev. 
Samuel K. Lothrop, of Boston. The meeting was of a highly interest- 
ing character, engaging the attention of a very numerous assembly, and 
was closed by singing the usual doxology, with a benediction by the 


President. 


American Peacr Sociery.—The fifteenth anniversary was celebrat- 
ed in the Central church in Winter Street, on Monday evening, May 
29, S. E. Coues, Esq. presiding. The house was full, showing a much 
larger attendance than had been generally brought together by the invi- 
tation of this Society. After prayer by Rev. Mr. Kirk, extracts from 
the Annual Report were read,—describing the “ trial” and the “ triumph” 
which had attended the cause of peace the previous year. The deaths 
of Rev. Dr. Channing of this city, and Rev. N. M. Harry, Secretary of 
the London Peace Society, were especially noticed. The amount of 
receipts had been only $2,418, in consequence of unavoidable delay in 
the settlement of Mr. Ladd’s estate, which had prevente d any conside- 
rable part of his bequest from coming as yet into the treasury; while 
the expenditures had amounted to $4,854. Lectures had been given in 
many places in New England, and the Agency in Boston been faith- 
fully conducted. The circulation of the .ddvocate of Peace had been in 
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creased, and other larger publications been issued. Most of the 


religious journals, and a few of the secular papers had published arti- 


cles on the sul 
from both England and France. A Convention of the friends of peace, 


from different countries, had been called to meet in London on the 22d 


yect of peace. Grateful intelligence had been received 


of June,—a measure from which important results were anticipated. 


The past year had seen our country relieved from “three cases of ac- 


tual or threatened war.’”—with Mexico, with the Seminoles of Florida, 


whom we had treated with equal injustice and impolicy, and with Eng- 
land. E 1 had disgraced her Christian name in her wars with 
China and Affghanistan. Stull “the was xd of Christendom was re- 
laxing his grasp.” The nations of Europe were reducing their military 
est shimet Che spirit of 1 y is abroad on this subject. There is 
an increase of pacific sentiments. “The age is full of hope to the 
ideieail 


An Address was then delivered by Rev. Andrew Peabody, of Ports- 


mouth, N. EL, who in conses ce of the inability of Judge Jay to fulfil 


his appointment, and the death of Dr. Channing who the last year had 
been chosen his substitute, had at a late day prepared a discourse, 
which was lv d with great sut st | ction, and according to a vote of the 
Sock ty will | published. The subject was—The evils inse parable 
from the reco: on. in any community, of the lawfulness of war. The 
object of this S« ty, Mr. Peabody remai 1 in sf dium, is the 
suppres ym ¢ ter! ional war: its only er d is, that all war is in- 
consistent with the spirit of the Gospel. It repudiates all connexion 
wit! ~ ny f ior al d ultraism. Omit- 
ting all discuss ol e paysical evils ot w , the Addi s was then 
‘ ifined to a « ration ¢ noeral evils, / [ fp pe ice, from 
the rece n of the lawiulness of \ . They were shown under 
four | = recog ‘ . > ‘ bei fa talse 
dour | ‘ | nM : 9 It: < s expediency 
thie ‘ ( 1) . 3. It ass nes the law- 
ot ne 0 cli t ' independently of 
Dis ‘ a . i « raved moral ele- 
! t tiol Vir. I d with a cur 
si } | pros 3 ¢ I an tv. nd with a 
bn t he memorv of Dr. ¢ ing us iend of peace and a 
phil 
\ the | * re 5 f ( {) eers iol the 
el ] Ve _ ._ = IEC , Esa. 1 Portsmout ,N H., Presi- 


fi vo | P thirty-¢ tb : seventeen mem- 
hers of t BE { Co ¢ Mr. Jos l P. B incl ad, Tre msurer 


and Stationary we > Rev. George C. Beckwith, Co ne Secreta 
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ry; Mr. Thomas Drown, Recording Secretary. ‘The object in placing 
such catalogues of names upon thi ist of oflicers, we presume, is to let 
it be known how inany, and who, é interested int diff sion of peace 
principles; but we have no fondness for such a display of merely hono- 
rary appointments. After this business it was 


‘ Resolved. That the eall of a general Convention of the friends of 


Peace in London meets our warm approbation, ind excites our most 


pleasing anticipations; that we approve the delegation appointed to it 
by our Executive Com tee: that we consider the olyects proposed 
l Con tion to be of 1 st import nee, and trust that mea- 
ires Will be devised by it for the diffusion of pacific sentiments through 
the world, and the ultimate abolition of wal among alli itions,” 
Society For Promortt Curitstian KNow tence, Piety anp CnHar- 


iTy.— This Soci eld its meeting on Tuesday, May 30. The Officers 
elected were, Rey. Francis Parkman, D. D., President; Rev. Samuel 
Barrett, } P t; Rev. Alexander Young, S lary ; W. T. An- 
drews, Esq., 7 ; Rev. James Walker, D. D., Rev. Joseph Allen, 
Rev. George Pr . Rev. F. D. Huntington, Rev. Amos Smith, Trustees. 





It was by this vy. established in 1806, that the valuable series of 
The Cl my , continued for many years, and embracing stand- 
ard works ¢ ly « devotional and practical character, was published. 
By means of ll fund it still continues to aid in the publication and 
distribution of valuable religious works. 

Tur CoLiation This ] now, after a third trial, become estab- 
lished, we presume, among the meeti s of the anniversary week, and 
is second to1 ‘ I pleasure which it affords. From a doubtful 
beg yr il su eased in favor be yo dl « xpectation. This year 
much Vv s due to the ex llent ari ingements of the Committee appoint- 
ed vear since, who not only provided accommodation for a larger 
nut of guests than on either of the former meetings, but had done 
eve thal to ve a comfortable and agree ble character to the occa- 
S10 The tables were spre dinthe hall over the depot of the Wor- 
cester railroad, recently finished as an apartment for such purposes, and 
now decorated with garlands and flowers, which female hands and taste 
had arranged in such a manner as to break the long lines of wall, and 


prevent the eye from resting only on the entertainment provided for 
he appetite. The attic over this apartment, though in a somewhat 


as never intended for such uses, was by a little inge- 
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partaken 


they mad 


ment havi 


Coll ition 
} 


their denor 


himself or \ 


I 


and nota di 


of this city. 


hour or more W 


' 
t 


duced the more 


which especia 


suggested that new means of success might yet be discov- 


ered, and € spe Cl illy 


vided to give ev: 


ri 


nuity made to serve as a drawing-room, in which the company ex- 
changed salutations and passe d an hour ot “cro uled exist nce.” Foon 


after 2 o'clock the doors ot the lower room were ope ne d, but halt an 


ment to the other, which was so directed as to prevent contusion or 


disappointment in finding seats at the tables. A beautiful sight it was, 
when all had entered and found their places; over eight hundred per- 
sons, Of whom perhaps rather more than one half were ladies; all 
showing by their bright faces that a common sentiment of pleasure, 
such as brotherhood eukindled and igion approved, W umed their 
hearts. The entertainment was simple, but abundant—a “collation,” 


mer. 
Divine blessing wa 
ie food which the Divine providence furnished, thanks 
were returned by Rev. F. D. Huntington. 

At 4 o’clock, the 


which should guide 


number who filled the e 1pacious hall, and who had been brought to- 
gether by re livious Hssocialuions: all cle d to thie evice nee hie re given of 


the interest felt by layme n in the clergy and in the subjects and labours 


lly or 


might derive from such an expression of sympatl 
the cause to which they were devoted, and of the disproportion, as he 


thought, in the results which they witnessed to the exertions which 


' 


provement ; and closed with the wish, that next year we might be able 
to say, if we met on this occasion, that we had become better men and 


better Christians. 


original composition 


written by Rev. John Pierpont, and the third by Miss H. J. Woodman, 


They 


After Mr. Sullivan’s remarks the first of these, a Song, was sung to the 
tune of duld L 


then called upon 


is necessarily consume a mi thie pass e trotmn one apart- 


intellectual part of the teast. He noticed the large 


ry possi in to the day, U had 


r Syne, The effect was de} u i The President 
men to speak voluntar | briefly, no arrange- 

to proe r ddresses, \ , it) ~ preferred, 

f } ‘ ry r r the 

d by the Unit n fB nt gy ot 

N man \ 3 pay tor a ticket tor 
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Hon. Richard Sullivan, of Boston, presided. The 


s asked by Rev. LE. S. Gannett, and when all had 


tables having been partially cleared, and the piano 


the singing opened, the President of the day intro- 


cupy them; spoke of the encouragement they 


y, of the magnitude of 


re carded COMMU of eflort as a sources ot itti- 


} 


Among the means which the Coninittee had pro 


ired three 


1 


s in verse, adapted to favorite tunes, two of them 


were wortliv to be sung by hundreds ot voices, 
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should spring from the spirit of the hour.—So direct an allusion how- 
ever was made to Rev. Dr. Pierce, of Brookline, that he rose, and after 
a word or two of introduction related an anecdote respecting Rey. Grin- 


dal Raw On, ¢ gradu ile ol Hlarvard Colle ar ot the ve ir 1741, which eXx- 


cited much laughter. Rev. Mr. Gannett, of Boston, suggested the pro- 
priety of reiraining from noisy expressions of delight; spoke of the 
union of festive joys and Cliristian sympathies which distinguished this 
occasion ; and hoped others would rise to speak without previous pre- 


paration.—Rev. Mr. Farley, of Brooklyn, N. Y., spoke of the pleasure of 
this meeting, which he regarded as a pledge of union and help from 


the laity to the clergy; declared how stron rly he favered such coope- 
ration 5; and prope sed that the ministers present should expre ss their 
thanks for the hospitality shown them by rising.—Rev. Mr. Hill, of Wor- 
cester, Wished, on be lt of his brethren from the country, to give ex- 
pression to the feelings Of happiness and contidence which this meeting 
was suited to awaken; happiness, in the union which is here cultivated 
between the city and the country, between whom there are so many 


ties of connexion; and contidence, through the persuasion that they 


who in their youth 1 t come to this city from their rural homes 
would find here friends and protectors.—Rey. Dr. Parkman, of Boston, 
dissented trom the suggestion that the company should withhold the 
usual signs of approbation from the speakers; who, he feared, might 
feel a painful distrust of themselves if they did not receive these tokens 
of encouragement.—Rey. Mr. Stetson, of Medtord, after a pleasant allu- 
sion to his venturing on the ice on which others feared to trust them- 
selves, said that we had one name which was a bond of union to us all 

Channing, who still speaks, though not here; regarded this as a joy- 
ful, because a brotherly, occasion, bound together as we are by great 
truths; rejoiced to see New England, and wished that he might see 
the United States, represented here; alluded to the missionary enter- 
prise, in which he was glad to observe such an interest awakened ; be- 
lieved that the clergy had been too distrustful of the laity, and doubted 
not that he who should come to laymen with an appeal for suffering 
humanity would be weleomed.—Reyv. Mr. Lothrep, of Boston, responded 
to the sentiment expressed by Mr. Hill in regard to the union of feeling 
between the city and th: country; al d then passe d from the pleasant 
character of the meeting to notice the painful remembrances which 
were called up by the absence of those whom death had removed; and 
proposed that the Hymn written for the occasion, on the Reverend 
Dead, should be sung.—The company united in singing this hymn, to 
the tune of menca, with deep effect.—Moses Grant, K’sq., of Boston, 
then reterred to the cause for gratitude which we have in the contrast 


between the present and past times; declared his conviction that there 
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was nothing to fear from laymen, who were desirous to do what the 
clergy cannot do; said that his creed allowed him to embrace as fellow 
Christians all who loved the Lord Jesus Christ; and wished our epitaph 
might be, that the world was the better for our having lived in it—Rev. 
Mr. Hosime r, of Buffalo, . Y., felt himself called upon to ¢ xpress the 
thanks of the scattered tribes of « ! Is el to th citizens ot Boston and 
New England; dwelt upon t fluence w New England exercis- 
ed, and if she was faithful to hers st cont e to exert pon the 
Union; was teful to those who to send 1 Gospel to 
the West: and urged the importance of t broad views, and teeling 
that the West is so near to New England that \ we help those who 


are there, we I 1 the wall ove rainst oO own d r.—Samuel Greele, 
Esq., of Boston, drew the subject of his remarks from the presence of 
ladies at this festival; spoke of the change which had taken place since 
the time when the festivities of the social board were unworthy to enjoy 
their countenance ; and after various illustrations of the character of 
that influence whicl e was | pps Iwavs to allow to them, conciuded 
by expressing his satisfaction in seeing them on the present occasion. 


Mr. Clark, of Geneva, Ill., being introduced to the company bv Rev. Mr. 
Clarke of Boston, Sp ke with much feeling of the society in Geneva, 


with which he had worshipped only a week before, of the labors of 


their pastor ind of the assistance w ht ey had ree ed trom the 
ladies of Roxbury; and added a few words on the state of the congre- 
gation at Albany.—An Ode was then sung, as printed in the order of 
Exercises, to the tune of B D Rev. Mr. H eton, of Provi- 
dence, R. L, wished that we should rem er the Se s well as the 
West, for there we have friends, over who dark ¢ d ends, and 
who imple re oul sympatl \ TU ae } R : \l P | tr, ol B STON, 
asked if the meeting would tolerate his prose, as well as his poetry, for 
he had somet! ne to say, though he tt red it we 1 not lb eceptable 

avowed his dissent from the last speaker in respect to thos t the 
South who are most entitled to our svmpathyv: we 1 send Unitarian- 
isin thither un nacled and unsealed, | d not send at all, un- 
less it could be received as it was sent: quoted the 1 trent which 
our own missionary had received: le ved 1 t oul cion needed to 
be disenthrall i here also \ chuset =< ! [esteem it enough 
to apply Christianity to the int vets e sins were deemed so vile, 
that our genteel Christianity will not tou em, but leaves the drunkard, 
for example, to be saved by his brother « : 3 ed what Unitari 

anism had done tor the liberation of t slave, who, if he was black, was 
not theretors unworthy of ou regard ; but saw, from the number leaving 
the room, that he was making a moving speech, and concluded his 


remarks.—Rev. Mr. Stetson demanded why so much noise prevailed 
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when Mr. Pierpont was speaking, protested against sending missionaries 
to the South, but expressed his hope that men would be found to go 
thither ready to sacrifice their lives tor the truth.—Rev. Dr. Parkman 


explained that the arrival of the hour at which many of the company 


were ¢ 1 to , meeting had occasioned the interruption which 
| i il | After few words trom the President and one or 
two other gentlemen, t first Song was sung a second time, after which, 


ou motion of Mr. G. bk. Th yer, ¢ airman of the Committee of Arrange- 


ments ) 

“5 of t tt nk p! ented to tl supe! ntendents and pupils of 
those Sunday schools, in the city and the neighbouring towns, who 
furnished t Committe with the liberal supply of tlowers with which 
the t i lly ack rned.” 

‘j 1 that thanks be lso presented to thos young ladies of this 
city, to whose taste and efficient labors the Committee have been in- 
debted tor the decor Ol s ot this | ill.” 

“J oled, to rT Committee of Arrangements for the next year, 
to be nominated tro 1 c + . 


T President nominated Messrs. R. W. Bayley, Joseph Eustis, F. 
C. Manning, W. D. Coolidge, Daniel Taylor, H. B. Rogers, David Paige, 
William Thomas, George Callender. 

On motion of Rey. Dr. Walker, of Cambridge, it was 

‘ Voted, that thanks be presented to the Committee who have pro- 
vided this dinner, with a Kindness and hospitality so characteristic of 
the city of Boston and of them.” 


7 1) “From all that dwell below the skies,” was then sung, 
and ‘ up lew nut betore 7 « 
American Un ran Assocration.—The Berry Street Vestry was 


filled at the business meeting of this Association, which preceded the 
public meeting, on ‘Tuesd iv evening, May 30. In the absence of the 
President, Hon. Richard Sullivan, one of the Vice Presidents, took the 
chair. The Report of the Treasurer was read and accepted. The Offi- 
cers for the ensuing year were chosen, viz., Rev. Ichabod Nichols, D. D., 
President; Rey. Charles Briggs, General Secretary ; Rev. Samuel K. 
Lothrop, «dssistant Secretary; Mr. Henry P. Fairbanks, T'reasurer ; Rev. 
Artemas B. Muzzey, Rev. George EF. Eilis, Rev. Nathaniel Hall, Direct- 
ors. ‘These were chosen by ballot, and were all reelected, having held 
the same offices last year. With the exception of the President, they 
constitute the Executive Committee. The Vice Presidents of the last 
year, with the omission of Martin L. Hurlbut, Esq., deceased, and the 
Councillors, with the addition of Rev. Alvan Lamson, D. D. and Rev. 
50 
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George R. Noyes, D. D., were reelected, on nomination from the chair. 
A resolution was then ofiered by Henry H. Fuller, E'sq., instructing the 
Executive Committee in regara to the ceiebration of tuture anniversa- 
ries, Which aiter reniarks trom several gentlemen was reterred to the 
Council. ‘The Association then adjourned to the Federal Street church. 

I ne pubiue exercises were opened 8 o'clock, Hon. Richard Sulli- 
van, of Boston, presiding. Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Hlosmer, of 
Buffalo, N.Y. The Eighteenth Annual Report was read by Rev. Charles 
Brigzs. It was shorter, we believe, than any former Re port. It began 


by alluding to the occasion, and to the progress ot the Association from 


, 
a small commencement to its present strength and useiulness. The 


last year’s history was a good one. ‘The Secretary i pursued his la- 
bors as usut LuxXiuiary assoc wons ii Vv existed i most ot our con- 
gregations. ‘The number or members was not far from 5000. Twenty 


new auxilianes had been formed within the year, and hine persons had 
become life members. Aid had been extended to twenty-seven desti- 
tute societies ; and twenty missionaries been employed for periods of 
various length. Between sixty and seventy thousand tracts had been 
distributed, or between five and six thousand every month. Applica- 
tions for them had come trom all parts of the country. They were in 
part doctrinal, to meet the misrepresentations of our belief which were 
current; of which one or two strong examples were cited. In future 
the Committee hoped to give more atiirmative exhibitions of doctrine. 
A closer acquaintance had been cultivated the past year with the “ Chris- 
tians,” and one of their ministers had been employed as a missionary of 
the Association. An extract was given from a letter written by him, 
upon the union which might be maintained between the two denomi- 
nations. The Report anticipated much good from such a union. The 
receipts of the year had been $7511,32; the amount expended and 
appropriated $7649.20. A movement had been made among our 
churches in behalf of missionary exertions, which been attended with 
success and deserved commendation. There was reason to hope that 
our churches would exhibit more religious action, more life. Notice 
was taken of the death ot Dr. Channing, as of one who had done more 
for religion than any other man of the age. Might it teach us lessons 
of heavenly wisdom. 

After the Report had been read, Rev. Mr. Gage, of Petersham, moved 
its acceptance. He rejoiced in its inculeation of the spirit of our com- 
mon Master—a spirit of love. The true contest for Christians to wage 
is with ignorance and sin. Let this spirit prevail, and we should wit- 
ness glorious results. He spoke of the importance of faith in the moral 
capacities of our nature. ‘They who have done the most have cherished 


such @ laith, Addison had spoken truly on this point; and yet more 
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powerfully, Channing. Discussion of religious doctrine he believed 


was sometimes harmiul, but controversy brings to view glorious truths. 


Our views are favourable to piety; they are solemn and practical. But 
we need more fervour, more of mutual interest and svt \Ve 
have common hope s, we sho id ( ish common Jeei rs: that so at 


last we may be welcomed to a common V.e—hev, Samuel 
of Chelsea, reterred to the notice which had been taken ot Dr. Chan- 
ning. He remembered when he first listened to him, and the counsel 
which he received from him, to speak out of his own heart. He wished 
we might imitate the example that had been given us by him who was 
gone. We must live our faith. We must go into the world, and lift up 
our brethren. Christ is the life of the world. The recuperative force 
of Unitarian Christianity is seen in its efforts to raise the moral condi 

tion of mankind.—Reyv. John Parkman, of Dover, N. H., insisted on the 
need of a more philanthropic spirit. He urged the claims of humanity, 
and spoke of the subjection of the Church to the spirit of sectarianism. 
If a slave should escape from the South, and come into a Baptist, Metho- 
dist, or Orthodox anniversary meeting at the North, he would hear of 
freedom, zeal, and the missionary spirit, but he would find discussion 
stifled for the sake of sectarian capital. He related a story of a minister 
preaching the Gospel with handcuffs for his slave in his pockets, in 
illustration of the spirit of the American Church; and quoted the older 
story of the man in the Gospel, whom both priest and Levite passed by. 
He maintained that it was the selfish principle of our nature to which 


the appeal is made in preaching. Skepticism takes advantage of this, 


as Christianity turns its back upon the slave and the battle-field. The 


ave needs ¢ iris ait itiec, Mr. Pa Kman col ud ij y oreri nm resoiue 
tion im regard to the employmeut of missioi 3g he Sou * wluich 
' , , 

couid not however be received at tl S tine, as the question on tue ac- 
ceptance of the Report was still betore the mee rie, Jo mm ¢ Park, 
Esq., of Boston, said the R . en : : societies in the 
country. His acquaintanee was ' » stat S Boston. 
A im interest 1 t ‘ eloe- 
quien or ene? ‘ , 

Pow ( S S¢ 3 ) none 
an t ~ ‘ 3 | d 

i 

more social actio \\ tist ‘ seq Young men, hearing 
lavme n speak of responsibleness and dependence on G a. eithe tr l 
as thev have not telt it before. Then they goto tl le vy for counsel 
and aid. So ou tthey todo. The clergy were never dearer to the 


laity than now. The last year had witnessed progress. Ministers had 
been encouraged. This was the age of the amelioration of mankind, 


but Christianity was the basis of this improvement. A new impulse 
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} { 


had been given to socicty. Yet let us not mistake feeling for more solid 


qualities. If we are going on fast, we look to the clergy to check and 


guide us. ‘Those who are new and ¢ rin tl work must be watch- 
ful that they do not fall into spiritual pride. Unitarianism is now be- 
coming a practical | th ‘The meetings which ve prevailed among 
us of late have opened the doors of | it man vest ; to other denomi- 
nations, and eood has come trom thus. Sectarian barriers have been 
broken down. We must not retard the spread of good feeling by dis- 
couraging such meetings. A learned clergy will still be needed.  Ply- 


mouth rock and Harvard College must continue to exert their influence. 


—Rey. A. C. L. Arnold, of Southington, Conn., alluded to the religious 


condition of the community among whom he resided, and then turned 
to notice the s tof hope which marked the Report. In the philan- 
thropie meetil = I week he beheld t ! ( Sf l etter d \ 

morning auro These pl uthropic movements d associa- 
tons al | us show the spi ti \ we \ ~ ( lor pro- 
gress. The age is ready to recog the we ‘ uman soul 


| <e two principles are esse} elements of the | faith. Pe 
‘ t hs ' . 
oved tlre ( Cmitari i \ itwel i pos tive 
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but ours; among them are both timid and strong 1 as. Our faith is 


not, and must not be, negative only. While we drive out the Canaan- 


ites from the land of promise, we must build up the temple on Mount 


Zion ; or alike the spirit of the age and Jesus will disown us.—Rev. 
William H. Channing, ef New York, said that atter celebrating our 


Passover. we } dl now cons ip to k p our i tecost We mre in 
danger of trving to gi rp the} s which we nid have leit in our 
exodus to a bette | nal. Wi } | tres Piety the worship of lov. 

i ~s 


to nnthe © ( id Soc ( =] .and society 
ts soul. Tint ion W Hleaven. We 
as t nit a t = 9 } I mou duty 
tow rds 1 ; ‘ ~ \\ 1 té ‘ ons ¢ ‘ prop- 
erty and pat ii int x 4 closed expressing 
= op I tthe res l ( i \ il I ! nwo iM adopted. 

Rev. James EF. ¢ ke, of Boston, « red his b fin negations, but 
held that we must ive the pos ve st, last. and s ngest. He wish- 


ed not that we should olier ape ies for Unitarianism, but should go 
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out and make men Christians. He desired to see courage baptized with 


humility. ‘Toleration and mutual respect must be cherished among us. 
He closed by relat an aneedote in illustration of the temper in which 
Dr. Char - eived a rebuk "not taki amore active part 
int Anu-> \ t vement, \l a iew \ from Rev. Jason 
Whitman, of Portland, Me. the question was put upon accepting the 
Report, and the motion was adopted. Parkman then offered 





the resolution which he had read at er period in the evening, 


and added a briet explanation of the principles on which it was 
based.—Rev. Caleb Stetson, of Medford, seconded the resolution, 
and supported it as involving a recognition of principles which lie at 
the basis of Christianitv. Unitarianism admits the Infinite worth of 
every human soul, and the universal brot erhood of man. Hence 
hts which we cannot disregard.—Rev. Mr. Hedge, of Bangor, 
Me., proposed an amendment.—Henry IL. I uller, Esq., of Boston, moved 
that the resolution be laid « the tal le, and pronounces d if foolish and 
absurd.—Rev led this motion, on ac- 
count ot 1 ( d ey of the subject.—Various motions and sug- 


gestions were then made by H. L Bowditeh, M. D., Rev. J. Whitman, 
Rev. J. PF. Clarke, Rev. S. K. Lothrop, Rev. B. Huntoon, Rev. G. Put- 


nam, Rey. F. A. Farley, and others, Some of those who spoke were in 
favor of immediate action upon the resolution; others wished to adjourn 
the meeting tll Friday evening for its discussion; some preferred a 
reference to the Council; and others, regarding it as foreign from the 


objects of the meeting, desired that the usual motion for adjournment, 
which was « ntitled to prece dence, should pre vail. Such a motion was 


finally adopted, by a large majority, and after singing the usual Doxolo- 


ry, the meeting was dissolved at 10 1-2 o’clk 





Ministerrat Conrerence.—The Conference has usually met 


in the Berry Street Vestry, having experienced inconvenience from the 


crowded state of room, e last vear directed their Committee to 
provide a ilarger apartn t. e room appropriated to the use of the 
SS ripre e Judi | Court. the court-louse mn ( ourt Street, was the re- 
10oO1 ! "ured, a ithe l ne ol Wed sd mornime vy s held there; 
but the brethren se it stue ass sand seclusion of the 
old sp a nd t ifse went sessions oO the Conterence vere hie ld in 
Bx rry _ 4 Att f ing of the Col ference prayer was oflered by 
Rev. Mr. Wellington, of Templeton. The Annual Address was then read 
by Rev. Edmund Q. Sewall of Scituate. The designation of a subject, 


Address shall be 
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delivered, lie with the Standing Committee.—The subject which had 


been proposed this year was “ The Religious Aspects of the Communi- 


ty, and the Duty of Unitarian clergymen in regard to them.” 
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language of creeds and the style of argumentation, even where they yet 


fail to obtain their full sway. 


ward their fearless discussions, 


withheld from them, nor escaped without a searching criticism. 


Inquirers on every side have urged on- 


No subject, however sacred, has been 


The 


body of truth has been subjected to a rude dissection under their hands, 


in which each bone, muscle, nerve, all which enters into its structure, 


has been laid bare to the investigator. 


Nor has society shrunk from 


the effects of this large liberty with any disposition to curtail it by illib- 


eral restrictions. 


But these effects have not always been such as to 


commend liberal principles to the pious mind, 


After adducing some 


particulars which went to show this, Mr. Sewall proceeded to remark 
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are however less properly denoted inquirers, than sacrilegious tri- 
flers, querulous, captious faultfinders, Dr. Jolinson, in his “ Life of 
Milton,” tells us that an opinion had currency in the poet's day, that 
men were living then “under the misfortune of having been produced 
in the decrepitude of Nature.” Some iuture censor may possibly charge 
upon a portion of our generation the lolly Of supposing it their hard 
fate to have been born into a decayed moral world, in the decrepitude of 
Christianity. They are continually venting their dissatisiaction with the 
actual in our spiritual affairs. Their discontent complains of the mea- 
greness of truths on which souls born ot God have for ages been nour- 


ished, and that almost into the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus. 


They scruple not to speak in a disparaging, half-contemptuous way of 
the faith aud worship wiieh are joun fin the Chureh ¢ very where, un- 
der every varied torm. It is time they were rebuked by a sound public 
sentiment. Religious progress derives no aid from such as these.— 
Among the more agreeable circumstances in the state of inquiry in our 
own body, the disposition to reassume the Scriptural phraseology, 
which had been almost abandoned to the Orthodox sects, was mention- 
ed. Unitarians, while controverting Calvinistic tenets, had been led, 
almost necessarily, to avoid in their doctrinal statements such expres- 
sions as had been forestalled by their opponents. ‘This seemed to be 
required by their position, and to be neediul to prevent a frequent mis- 
apprehension of their views. Yet it was to be remarked that they thus 
laid aside much which they were fully warranted to retain, and espe- 
cially that the peculiar language of the Bible was surrendered to those 
who had possessed themselves of it by no better claim than priority of 
sectarian origin. ‘To every pious mind there is a charm in Scriptural 
language which no other can acquire. It adds persuasiveness to all 
appeals and lends force to all arguments. It should be the monopoly 
of no sect. It can be spared by none. Nor is it to be overlooked that 
a title to the name Evansye hical, a name than which none higher or more 
honorable can be given, is sought by us through the means of an earn- 
est endeavour to make our views themselves more strictly conform to 
the Biblical standard. It were strange if we had not, in calmly review- 
ing the ground so long the seat of polemical warfare, discovered some 
things which might and ought to have remained in our possession, but 
which had slipped from us in the ardour of disputation. We were now 
returning to gather up the jewels which we had dropped in our flight 
out of Egypt. “ Evangelical” are most fitly denominated the senti- 
ments which pervade our body. 2. The Church has not been made all 
that it might and ought to have been. Mr. Sewall contrasted the 
Church as we hear of it in the New Testament, and the organizations 
technically called by that name in our time. To the Church belong 
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communion and fellowship. Can our communicants be said to have 
these? How very limited their acquaintance with each o r! So 
much so, that even the Christian names ot those who partake at the 
same table e mutually ur own, |] \ t of true lellowship ts one 
cause why t Church has | ef ( it ought to exercise as an 
organ ol spiri | fluences and wal lite. Then. it ‘ ces how 
small a minor nour comn ‘ \ el ves of these! The 
haptismal tont, hallowed by s sweet al sociat s, how is it 
ilmost abandoned to disus And w ln ! ike indebted to 
Jesus, how tew among them s fy their sense of v t is due to his 
memory in the! Whi t to that end! Ont se points 
Mr. Sewall dwelt with ear ess, « them to the serious 
consideration of those with \ m must ec lene ‘ e for the 
better. 3. It is t | tical life that meet now with most en- 
couragement A voice trom the tem) is ec} d in legislative halls, and 
resounds through the dwellings ot the people, av ning us to a new 
and holier maniiestation of the power of ¢ st tv over the heart and 
conduct. Fervent ispirations not ail: nev ind mor earnest etiorts 
are put forth to produce what is desired. It1 be tl the social evils 
which have been so widely prevalent hay convinced men that some 
vigorous moral means must be applied for the restoration of the com- 


munity even to its prosperity. Under this head occasion was taken to 


remark upon the growth of a pure virtue al d habits of pra tical piety 


as the only sure indications of a really Christian progress. Our views 
are en enuy |] ctical. Tl re rious XI nee testifies then power 
and value. And while other sects iv labour zealously tor a visible 


extension of their own peculiarities and multiplication of their num- 
bers, it should be our ambition to leaven the whole social body with a 
spirit of moral and religious improvement. Visible extension is no cri- 
terion of the progress of a faith Wherever and in whomsoever our 
principles overcome the antagonist prin les, we win the best victory. 


No other should we ask. Sectarianism is an abomination—our own 
no less than others. The blessed privilege is ours, if we will use it, of 
accounting all that is gained to virtue and a holy life, as gained for us. 


tarianism, we need not confine 


It inquired ot about the progress ol I 


tt 


ourselves to matters of opinion. As many as our principles have help- 


ed to convert to God, to make good men and goo! C! 


ristians, are 


pledges of their progress. ‘These tokens of success we m iy gather from 
place s where as a sect we li ve ve t no abode. Among the ¢ nceouraging 
signs of our times in relation to the practical lite are the general inter- 
est in religion arising among the people, and the disposition evinced by 
the laity to cooperate with the clergy. This was an important step in 


our progress, which the clergy should not be slow to weleome. Mr. 
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Sewall here brought into view the benefits that must flow from a more 
cordial understanding, and a more intimate cooperation in coun- 
sels and in labours, between the clergy and the laity. He rejected the 
idea that it could produce a depreciation of the clerical profession. 


Their dignity cid not ce pel a upon the ir occu} ying an elevated position, 


above and apart from the rest of the community. Nor would there arise 


any collision, while the duties which from their nature could only be 


fitly discharged by an educate d ministry were left in their hands. ‘The 
increased sympathy and aid which the laity proffer are what we greatly 
need tor the furtherance of those improvemeuts which have become so 
dear to all faithful clergymen. Let this advance be met more than half 
way by the ministry. ‘There is a blessed omen in it, which ought to in- 
spire only hope in those whose desire it is to renovate the spiritual life 
in our community. 

After the delive ry of the Address the Officers of the Conference 
were chosen for the ensuing year, viz., Rev. James Thompson, D. D., of 
Barre, Moderator; Rey. Chandler Robbins, of Boston, Scribe ; Rev. Alex- 
ander Young, Rev. George E. Ellis, Rev. Samuel K. Lothrop, Standing 
Committee.—On motion of Rev. Mr. Clark, of Uxbridge, it was “ Voted, 
that the thanks of the Conference be presented to Mr. Sewall for his 
Address, and that lhe be requested to deposit a copy with the Standing 
Committee.” The Scribe, in behalf of the Standing Committee, pro- 
posed as a subject for consideration, “The Christian Examiner;” in 
compliance with a request of Rev. William Ware, the present Editor, 
who wished for an opportunity to call the attention of the Conference 
to the condition of that journal, being about to discontinue his con- 
nexion with it. Upon this subject remarks were made by Rey. Mr. 
Ware, and Dr. Walker, of Cambridge, Dr. Parkman of Boston, Dr. 
Pierce of Brookline, Messrs. Pierpont of Boston, Hedge of Bangor, Me., 
Channing of New York, Hall of Providence, R. L, Peabody of Ports- 
mouth, N. H., Brownson of Chelsea, Bellows of New York, and Farley 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. The character of the Examiner, the wants of the 
community, and other topics were introduced into the discussion, which 
was free and animated. On motion of Mr. Hedge it was “ Voted, that 
a Committee of five be nominated by the Moderator, to take into con- 
sideration the best means of insuring and increasing the support of the 
Christian Examiner; and that they report the result of their delibera- 
tious at an adjourned meeting of this body to be held at 2 o’clock this 
afternoon.” Rey. Dr. Walker of Cambridge, Rev. Mr. Hedge of Ban- 
gor, Rev. Dr. Lamson of Dedham, Rev. Mr. Bellows of New York, Rev. 
Mr. Ware of Cambridge, were appointed on this Committee —A Com- 
mittee appointed by the Convention which was held at Worcester in 


October last, to call another Convention at such time and place as they 
51 
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might deem expedient, brought the subject before the Conference. Af- 
ter some conversation, it not appearing that the Conference could take 
any action upon the matter, on motion of Rev. Mr. Stebbins, of Leom- 
inster, it was “ Voled, that the consideration of the whole subject do now 
subside.”—Mr. Pierpont, of Boston, having in the course of the discus- 
sion respecting the Christian Examiner, offered a resolution in regard 
to the interest which this work should take in questions of moral reform, 
which was not deemed to be in order at the time, now expressed a 
wish that the resolution should be entered upon the records of the 
Conference. Some debate arose upon this point, but the matter was 
allowed to subside, amidst calls for the secoud question pre pared by the 
Standing Committee.—Rev. Dr. Pierce drew the attention of the Con- 
ference to the meeting of the Convention of Congregational Ministers 
this afternoon, and several of the brethren, (but all briefly,) gave expres- 
sion to their views.—The subject proposed by the Committee was then 
brought forward, viz., “'The present aspects of the religious community 
in connexion with the duty of Unitarian ministers.”. Remarks were 
offered by Messrs. Gannett of Boston, Putnam of Roxbury, Giles of 
Southboro’, Whitman of Portland, Me., Briggs of Ply:nouth, Hedge of 
Bangor, Me., Gage of Petersham, Simmons of Boston, Lothrop of 
Boston, and Huntoon of Canton. The morning having been spent in 
this way, at half past 10 o’clock the Conference adjourned to meet in 
the Be rry Street Vestry at 3 o’clock. 

In the afternoon the Conference received the Report of the Commit- 
tee appointed on the subject of the Christian Examiner, who presented 
the following resolutions, which were adopted :— 

“ Resolved, that the Unitarian denomination should have an organ 
which shall express and defend their distinctive theological opinions. 

Resolved, that the Christian Examiner, conducted on comprehensive 
and liberal principles, is best fitted to answer this purpose. 

Whereas this journal must depend mainly for its support on the ef- 
forts of the Unitarian clergy; therefore Resolved, That each member of 
this Conference be requested to take such measures as he may think 
suitable to recommend it, and promote its circulation.” 

The conversation which had occupied a considerable part of the 
morning, in regard to an expression of opinion by this Conference on 
the subject of Slavery, was resumed. Messrs. Sullivan of Boston, Stet- 
son of Medford, Pierpont of Boston, Miles of Lowell, and Parkman of 
Dover, N. H. participated. The hour having arrived for the meeting of 
the Massachusetts Convention, the Conference was adjourned to the 
next morning; but several of the brethren remained, and continued 
the discussion, which resulted in the appointment of a Committee to 
consider and report on the subject. 

The Conference again met on Thursday morning, at 8 1-2 o’clock. 
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The Vestry was filled. ‘The Committee appointed at the informal meeting 
on the previous afternoon, though their chairman, Rev. Mr. Peabody of 
Portsmouth, N. H., reported a resolution, including a preamble and vote, 
for adoption by the Conference. An earnest debate arose, which was con- 
tinued till the time arrived for the delivery of the Convention Sermon. 
Messrs. Peabody of Portsmouth, Sullivan of Boston, Stetson of Medford, 
Dr. Parkman of Boston, Messrs. Woodward of Bedford, Young of Bos- 
ton, Ware of Cambridge, Whitman of Portland, Putnam of Roxbury, 
Dr. Noyes of Cambridge, Mr. Thompson of Salem, Dr. Francis of 
Cambridge, Messrs. Gannett of Natick, Stearns of Hingham, Barrett of 
Boston, Parkman of Dover, N. H., Simmons of Boston, Hosmer of 
Buffalo, Thurston of Boston, Hedge of Bangor, Gannett of Boston, 
Palfrey of Grafton, Peirce of Trenton, N. Y., Sanger of Dover, Robbins 
of Boston, Farley of Brooklyn, and Brownson of Chelsea, took part, in 
the order of their names, some of them speaking more than once. 
Amendments of the resolution were offered by different gentlemen, 
some of which were adopted, and others rejected. At 11 o’clock the 
Conference adjourned, to meet again in the same place after the ser- 
vices in the church before the Convention of Congregational Ministers. 

At 1 o’clock the Vestry was again crowded, and the discussion was 
renewed. Besides farther remarks from some who had spoken in the 
morning, Messrs. Miles of Lowell, Hill of Worcester, Everett of North- 
field, Angier of Milton, Waterston of Boston, and others, we believe, 
whose names we neglected at the moment to record, expressed their 
views. Some perplexity grew out of questions of order; but finally 
a resolution was presented as a substitute for that which had been un- 
der discussion, and was adopted almost unanimously, in these words, 
viz. 

“Whereas an appeal has been made to the Unitarian community by 
the Unitarian Society at Savannah against the doings of the Executive 
Committee of the American Unitarian Association, 

Resolved, ‘That this Conterence do cordially approve of the proceed- 
ings of the Executive Committee, as published in their correspondence 
with the Society in Savannah, and do recommend their action in that 
case as a precedent for future action under similar circumstances.” 

The hour for the Convention dinner having already passed, the Con- 
ference, immediately upon the passage of this resolution, adjourned to 


next year. 





Susxpay Scuoor Socirery.—The anniversary of this Society was cele- 
brated on Wednesday evening, May 31. The arrangements were excel- 


lent, and were well carried out. The Federal Street meeting-house 
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was crowded. ‘The front seats around the whole gallery were filled 
with children from different Sunday schools, 150 in number, who sang 
the hymns printed on thie programine of exercises. Righty boys irom 
the Apprentices’ Sunday School connected with the Navy Yard at 
Charlestown were also present. Hon, Stephen C. Phillips, of Salem, 
presided. Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Pierce, of Brookline, after 
which a hymn was sung to the tune of .itlerbury. The Annual Report 
was read by Rev. Mr. Waterston, the Secretary. It spoke of the organi- 
zation of the Society in 1827; its growth; its plan, alike simple and 
effectual, including no exercise of authority, but affording the means of 
collecting and diffusing information; its Agents, who go, unpaid, wher- 
ever, but only where, they are invited, and find constant engagement 
and a hearty weleome—addressing assemblies at rural celebrations and 
in houses of worship, and seattering the publications of the Society. 
Notice was then taken of the foreign correspondence, and extracts were 
read from letters received from Scotland, England and Ireland. Large 
extracts were then given from letters received trem superintendents or 
friends of Sunday schools connected with this Society. A writer trom 
Keene, N. LH. furnished an account of the manner in which the teach- 
ers’ meetings there were conducted. Another correspondent described 
the instruction best suited to advanced pupils, and the way in which he 
had taught Scripture, by making it its own interpreter. A writer from 
Cambridgeport dwelt on the itaportance of Christian love. One letter 
spoke of the nature of the child, the effect made upon it by religious 
teaching, aud the inapplicability of the word conversion to childhood. 
Another presented difierent views, insisting on a universal tendency to 
sin, and the necessity of converting the soul of the child by teaching, or 
calling up its higher instincts. Another spoke of the adaptation of truth 
to young men, «nd the fruits of early religious culture. One of the 
writers adverted to childhood’s experience, and enlarged on the respect 
which should be paid to the child’s thought, the care which should be 
tuken to make him think and feel, the variety of nature in children, and 
the recovery which the teacher should endeavour to gain of his own 


childhood. Another, after alluding to the disproportion between the 


means and the eflects of religious teaching, and the neglect of children 
by the pulpit, urged the importance of the teacher’s giving his attention 
first to the Gospels, that he might imbibe their spirit, then to the rest of 
e New ‘Testament, and then to the Old, exhibiting the characters of 
the Jewish history in their true colours. He also spoke of the spirit 
ond manner of Sunday school teaching. Reverence, char ity, and other 
graces cau le taught only by him who has them in his own heart. One 
of the letters regarded it as an office of the teacher, to put life into forms 


and means. An extract was read from a printed report, on the impor- 
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tance of a sunny and genial temper in a teacher. The Report then 
Went on to speak of the interest which powerful minds are taking in 
the Sunday School; of the school at the prison in East Cambridge, 


and the moral renovation which could be traced to its influence; of the 
school of : ppre ntices, at the Navy Yard in Charlestown, under the care 
of the sailing-niaster, assisted by ladies in the instruction of the classes, 
repres¢ nted here this evening. An account was then given of the work 


done by the Associate Agents: who had visited 45 towns in five differ- 


ent States, had addressed 1240 teachers, 7593 pupils, and nearly 25,000 
persons, and had travelled 2500 miles. Three new tracts had been 
printed, and 7538 copies been distributed. ‘Twenty life members had 
been added within the year, and abundant evidence been obtained of 
the usefulness of this Visiting Agency. In conclusion some remarks 
were offered on the social and moral condition of the country, in con- 
firmation of the truth, that the vices and crimes of manhood are the 
fruits of a corrupted youth. There was therefore need for action and 
influence of a right sort. Ministers should guard the young, and help 
the teachers. All should feel that children, however abandoned, or ex- 
posed to the evils of poverty, are our brothers, and may be saved from 
ruin. This Society says, in effect, that the children of the affluent shall 
be rich in goodness, and the children of the poor shall have treasures in 
heaven. 

After the Report had been read, a hymn was sung by the children, to 
the tune of Go, JSorget me.—Mr. Phillips, the President, then addressed 
the Society and the audience. He spoke of the interest of the occasion , 
of its object; of the proofs here presented of both labour and success ; 
and of the tendency of such exercises and such an assembly to produce 
a feeling in harmony with the Sunday school, where all is piety and 
peace.—Mr. Thomas Hill, a member of the senior class at Harvard Col- 
lege, then moved the acceptance of the Report; and remarked, that our 
work is to reform the world; not by knowledge, nor by moral feeling 
alone, but by religion. Now of religion two diilerent views are enter- 
tained, when regarded, on the one hand, as a conversion, and on the 
other, as a developement of the natural powers of the soul. He then 
related his own experience as a Sunday school scholar in a Baptist 
society in New Jersey, and exhibited the effect which the inculca- 
tion of religion as something exterior and miraculous had upon 
him, encountering as it did his better convictions, and driving him 
to deception, anguish and despair. /¥e teach that love to God and love 
to man are not the signs of religion, but religion itself. We must teach 
children to be, to become, reiigious, Not however by direct appeals to 
their affections. We must teach love to Christ by deseribing his cha- 


racter, and love to God by giving Christian representations of God’s 
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character 


by showing 


him. We must teach him love by ourselves showing its spirit, giving 
him part of our life—A third hymn was now sung, to the tune of 
Sunrise Hon. Josiah Quincey, Jr., of Bost » % lressed the meet- 
ing. He allud | to th presence ol I 1 tine Naval school, 
and to the national as well as Christian ass s, which all had 
brought to this ec il j Wi 0 in ¢ i i itutions but they 
depend on the virtue of t | i mo d gious Instruec- 
tion of the young is indis; | us. Common schools are good, 
but the y appe il to lower ¢ ss Ol motives It is ditticult to train men; 
to secul uccess, we must beg with the little child. Our country is 
full of sin, and we seem impo st it voodness has inherent 
power to resist evil. We may deris nceouragement from meetings 
like this. Our liberties rest on moral and religious education. Ina re- 
public the active Christian is the truest patrio They who faithfully 
instruct the young are preparing them fo nv forms ot government, 
and for the service of that Potentate whose service is perfect freedom. 

Rev. Mr. Moore, of Quincy, IIL, pronounced the Sunday School the 


true Missionary Society. 1 


who go from our Sund 


there without a religious spirit, and wl 


him carry such a spirit, and what an 
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thousands go thither from our Sunday schools. The hope of our 
country rests on the children.—Rev. Mr. Harri ston, of Providence, R. L, 
spoke of t power oj t] oct } Wi v0 ever! thing but the 
rreat purpose of « I 1 tl \ receive imspiration, 
Onur t ' ¢ ii , ‘ () ( lds will be tl sla- 
tors, the | e1 el How shall we 
upon We cal c e wh we do not 
ourst ly VV t lt wol ol l have true fai Il, 
t | vin ens by the chil- 
di ! choi I Ir. B of Plyme then remarked, 
( il despondene nt mind of the 

S Vv school teache lit di n his clas We read that Jesus 
was | in the Jordan, as sin d ion to his work. First 
came the baptism, then the temp ‘ ul through the spirit of the 
baptism he was enabled to meet and resist the temptation. So with 
the te ! Ile gives himself to the work; but the fear that he shail 
not ace lish it besets him. He must have the spirit welling up in 
his heart, t it may flow out from him to others. All virtue in means 
comes from the spirit of faith, There must be a burning desire to save 
the soul. ‘The religious spirit must be the star by which we guide our 
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course. We must have too the feeling to go on, though we do not wit- 


ness any results—the spirit of perseverance—an impulse in the heart 
above discouragement. ‘The word of the Lord was never spoken in vain. 
Rev. Samuel D. Robbir of Chelsea, addressed himself to the children. 


He wished to speak to them as a parent, in the voice of love and peace 


and hope and faith and power. Christianity was introduced by a child; 
Jesus was born. Children should present an epitome of the life of 
Christ. They should have a sure reliance on him as their Saviour and 
pattern. His life began in his obedience. Let them go with him to 
the baptism and the temptation, to the mount of transfiguration and the 
carden of Gethsemane, and whi they feel that tl y too must have 
trials, remember that t must manifest his spirit, if they would be 
true ¢ stians. ‘Then, when they descend to the grave, they will feel 
that to them, as to him, belong the resurrection and the ascension. But 
let them not be lost in the mazes of doctrinal theology.—At the con- 
clusion of Vr. Robbir 2s remarks Mr. Hill's motion for the acceptance 
of the Report was adopted. The President then, addressing the au- 
dience, observed that the present occasion imposed the duty, and af- 


, of listening to the voice of the absent dead. Since 


forded the priviles 
the opening of the meeting information had been received of the death 
of one of the Vice Presidents of the Society, William P. Rice, of Cin- 


cinnati. ‘Twenty years ago he resided at the north part of this city, 


when the project of opening a Sunday school for children of all classes, 


; 


the poor and neglected, was proposed and put in exe- 


but « Spe cially lO! 
cution by young men engaged in business. There was laid the founda- 


s now organized. William P. Rice was 


tion of our Sunday schools : 
one of the superintendents of that school. His services, his example, 
in that office, how valuable! ‘Ten or twelve years ago he went to the 
West, and never returned here to reside; but he earried thither the 
soul of a Sunday school teacher, and exerted himself there even more 
than he had done here, proving himself a true pioneer in the blessed 


work of Christianity. And he has gone from his work on earth to his 


reward in heaven! 


Can there be that which in sublimity, inspiration, 
or satisfaction shall equal one moment’s reflection upon the destiny of 
the Sund j school teacher in another and a better world ?—At the 
close of Mr. Phillips’s remarks the children sang the last hymn, begin- 
ning, “Good night! good night!” and the meeting was dissolved at 
ten minutes past 10 o’clock. The exercises were throughout appro- 
priate, interesting and instructive, and nothing occurred to abate the 
feeling of entire satisfaction with which they must have been regarded 


by all who were present. 
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ConrerENCE, aND Prayer Meetine.—A meeting of Unitarian Chris- 
tians for prayer and conference was held at Ritchie Hall, on Thursday 
morning, June 1, commencing at half past 7 o’clock, The exercises 
were entirely spontaneous, and of a very interesting character. Al- 
though a meeting of the Berry Street Conference at the same time 
doubtless prevented many clergymen from attending, there were still 
a good number present, of whom the following participated in the 
services, viz., Rev. Messrs. Thomas of Concord, N. Hl. Stacey of Hope- 
dale, Hlosmer of Butfalo, N. Y., Folsom of Haverhill, Farley of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., Holland of Rochester, N. Y., Harrington of Providence, R. L, 
and Fish of Gardiner, Me. Messrs. G. G. Channing and N. A. Barrett of 
Boston, Bangs of Cambridy« port, and Fowler of Westfield, also ad- 
dressed the meeting. 

Mr. Thomas spoke of the descent of the spirit upon our church, and 
its realizing the promise of a Comforter given to the believers of old, 
and exhorted all to a more faithful and fervent discipleship. Mr. Har- 
rington dwelt on the importance ot the doctrine of conversion, and the 
energy Which would attend the truth when applied through this doc- 
trine to the conscience and the heart. Mr. Bangs insisted on the ne- 
cessity Which now exists for united action, of the layman with the 
minister, in the work of the Lord. Mr. Hosmer acknowledged the 
pleasure he had taken in the meeting and the beauty of the idea of con- 
ference, yet noticed the prejudices that had been excited against it by 
its abuse, and the consequent difficulty of doing what he would in this 
way at the West. Mr. Farley expressed his satisfaction with what he 
saw and heard, and his desire to carry such meetings through all our 
churches: at the same time he saw almost immoveable obstacles in 
their way Whiere our faith was just struggling into life, our pe ople irri- 
tated by constant assault, and offended by every sort of Pharisaism and 
fanaticism. Mr, Holland expressed his pleasure, that in our new enter- 
prises sectarianism was less seen than ever before; in Rochester 
familiar devotional gatherings seemed acce ptable to the people ; by- 
and-by he trusted the flame which burnt so brightly on the altars of this 
our Zion would burst forth even on our remotest watch-towers; and 
trusted the distant laborers would be remembered in the prayers of 
their brethren, An Orthodox clergyman made some remarks upon that 
beautiful hymn, “When I can read my title clear,” urging his hearers 
to have their titles ready, and to sec on what they rested, an imitation 
of Christ or his atoning blood, He prole ssed however to speak, not as 
a theologian, but as a practical Christian; and he expressed his delight 
and sympathy in all which had been said. Mr. Fowler made a few ob- 
servations flowing from a cultivated religious spirit. After which Mr. 


Fish offered some remarks in proof of the truth, that God seeks obedi- 
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ence and not an exact theology, the fruits of holy living and not the 
niceties of a well-studied creed. With a few encouraging words from 
Mr. Barrett, the meeting closed, after having continued nearly three 
hours. 

All the remarks made were in a spirit of earnestness and truth, and 
disclosed much feeling in regard to the duty of all Christians to be 
faithful witnessess for the word they profess. Some incidents in the 
experience of the churches during the past year were detailed, and 
many hopes for the future were warmly expressed. Various statemenis 
by clergymen present were most encouraging to all those who are la- 
boring for the cause of truth and piety; but perhaps, there was nothing 
more apparent, as there was certainly nothing more attractive and in- 
teresting,) than the temper of mildness and charity which seemed to 
pervade all hearts. The hall was crowded, and the feelings of the 


speakers seeined to be echoed by the audience. 


ConGREGATIONAL ConventTION.—The Massachusetts Convention of 
Congregational Ministers assembled as usual, on Wednesday afternoon, 
May 31. Rev. Dr. Field, the preacher for the year, presided. The 
usual business was transacted, relating almost wholly to the charitable 
bequests with which the Convention is entrusted, and the appropriation 
of its annual income to the reliet of the widows and children of deceas- 
ed members. Rev. Nehemiah Adams, of Boston, was reelected Scribe, 
and Rev. Samuel K. Lothrop, of Boston, T'reasurer. Rev. Convers 
Francis, D. D., Professor in the Divinity School at Cambridge, who had 
vacated his seat in the Convention by relinquishing his pastoral charge, 
was elected a member. A choice was made of Second Preacher for 
the next year, in case of the failure of Rev. Dr. Dana of Newburyport, 
chosen the Jast year. Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., of Williamstown, had 
74 votes, out of 139, and was chosen. 

The Convention Sermon was preached in Brattle Street meeting- 
house, on Thursday forenoon, by Rev. Joseph Field, D. D., of Weston, 
and was founded on John xviii. 37: “For this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.” The preacher com- 
menced by stating that it is the great object of the Christian ministry to 
maintain and inculcate truth—moral, religious, Christian truth. By 
“the truth” we mean, not speculative and abstract truth, but truth in its 
connexion with spiritual and practical influences. The claims of 
Christianity and Christian truth upon the age was the subject he pro- 
posed to discuss. 1. The claims of Christianity itself; some are with- 
out the temple, they must be brought in. We need not fear for 
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Christianity ; the storm has passed over it, but it stands. Its truths are 
in harmony with the moral nature of man ; they are adapted to his va- 
rious condition; they are simple, like the great laws of nature: they 
must therefore endure. The ignorance and folly of its disciples may be 
manifold, but Christianity will outlive these. It need not fear the 
spirit of free inquiry, this is its life-blood. We fear not for Christianity ; 
but we do fear for those who live under its light and receive it not. 
Christianity may be rejected, alike by speculative minds, and by vicious 
minds. New evidences may be demanded—evidences which were not 
needed in a different age ; this demand must be met. Christianity has its 


prophecies and miracles, but they are not all. It has other evidences; 


let all be allowed. 2. We should not only maintain the truth of 


Christianity, but the truths which it teaches. We must free Christian 
faith from the errors which have crept into it. Christianity as it came 
from the lips of Christ was pure and beautiful, but it soon was blended 
with other views. The Jews brought to it the opinions of their fathers, 
the Heathen world mingled with it their superstitions, and the Greeks 
the speculations of philosophy. For centuries it was buried in cloisters, 
until at the Reformation the true spirit burst forth. Many are willing 
to end where the Reformers began. But the Reformers did not rescue 
Christianity from all the errors which had gathered around it, and it is 
our duty to carry out the work they so nobly commenced. 3. Christianity 
should not only be restored to its original purity; it is to be adapted to 
the new demands of the age. We do not mean that the human mind 
has outgrown Christianity, for this can never be. Even its forms can- 
not be outgrown ; baptism, the ordinance of the supper, and the Christian 
Sabbath—we anticipate no period when salutary influences may not be 
derived trom them. We mean that the truths of Christianity must be 
carried out into all their various bearings upon society. It requires a 
wider development of its truths. Its great central principles do not 
change, but the application of these principles is as varied as the 
changes which take place in the progress of the human mind. In this 
sense Christianity is ever unfolding itself. The world has never yet 
seen it as it existed in the comprehensive view of Jesus. 4. How is the 
truth of Christianity and how is Christian truth to be maintained and 
enforced? Here there is a wrong and a right. A persecuting spirit is 
always wrong, whether it uses physical force or personal invective. 
Men are prone to confound a rejection of a doctrine, with a rejection of 
Christianity itself. We may thus inflict such keen reproach as will cut 
deeper than the sword, and show all the cruel inhumanity of civilized 
refinement. All persecution is opposed to revelation, reason, and com- 
mon sense. ‘That which is a saving truth to one, may not be so to 


another. I receive that which is saving truth to me, when I receive 
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that which I solemnly believe to be the truth. But shall we not main- 
tain Christianity? Yes, but how? We wish to promote the truth, but 
the human mind can be aided only in conformity with its own laws. 
Mind must be operated on by mind; belief is the result of evidence, 
We should therefore, in the spirit of Christian love, present reasons ad- 
dressed to the heart and conscience. ‘This is the true method of ex- 
tending Christian truth, There is, however, yet another means—by 
presenting its beauty and power in our lives. Was it not thus with 
Christ? We may look with interest upon the miracles, but after all it 
is in the life of Jesus that we see his divine power. His life—his ae- 
tions—who can misunderstand these ? Amid all the changes of opinion 
that life will stand out unchanged, a beacon-light on the stormy ocean 
of religious inquiry. Let us bear witness therefore by the life. All 
may not be able to argue and reason, but all are able to live according 
to the truth,—the truth as it is in Jesus. These are the only weapons 
Christianity should wield, the only defence she asks. Let the truth thus 
go forth in its own native strength. It came from Heaven, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. The discourse closed with a tribute 
to the me mory of Dr. Channing ; who, it was said, had strikingly illus- 
trated by his own life—his writings and his character—the views which 
had been set forth. 

After the delivery of the discourse the usual collection was taken, 


amounting to §134,44. 





Society ror Propacatine tue Gospet.—The Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel among the Indians and others in North America held 
its stated meeting on Thursday, June 1, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen its Officers for the ensuing year:—Hon. Lemuel Shaw, 
President; Rev. Henry Ware, D. D., Vice President; Alden Bradford, 
LL. D.. secretary : Lk nh. James ravace, Treasure rs R ov. Francis Park- 
man, D. D., Assistant Secretary; Benjamin Guild, Esq., Vice Treasurer ; 
Rey. Francis Parkman, D. D., Rev. Samuel Barrett, Rev. Alexander 
Young, Rev. George Putnam, Rey. Convers Francis, D. D.. with the 
President and Secretary, Select Committee. 

This is the oldest Missionary Society in the United States, having 
veen incorporated in 1787, Missionaries were employed during the 
past year in various destitute places in the West, particularly in the 


States of Missouri and II 


linois; on the frontier towns of Massachusetts 
and Vermont; and in the Isle of Shoals, where a school for the chil- 


dren, as well as the stated ministry of the Gospel, is sustained, in part 


by this Society and partly by the aid of charitable individuals in Ports- 
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mouth and Newburyport. Appropriations were made by the Society 
for like missions for the ensuing year; and five hundred dollars were 
placed at the disposal of the Select Committee, to be employed accord- 
ing to their discretion in aid of schools or missions among the Western 
Indians.—Rey. Samuel K. Lothrop and Charles G. Loring, Esq. of Bos- 
ton, were elected members of the Society—Within the past year a 
legacy has been bequeathed to the Society of seven thousand dollars, 
by the late Mrs. Haskell of Ipswich. 


Councit or THe American Unitarian Association.—The Coun- 
cil met on Thursday afternoon, June 1. Hon. Richard Sullivan, of Bos- 
ton, was reelected Chairman, and Rev. Alonzo Hill, of Worcester, chosen 
Seeretary. The Standing Committees, on Finance, on Missions, on 
Parishes, on Tracts, and on the Anniversary, were chosen upon nomi- 
nation from the Chair. The resolution offered by H. H. Fuller, Esq. at 
the meeting of the Association on Tuesday evening, and referred to the 
Council, came before them as the immediate subject for consideration, 
and gave rise to explanations, and remarks by different gentlemen, in 
regard to the change in the arrangements for celebrating the anniver- 
sary the present year. The proposal for a Convention of Unitarians the 
next autumn, similar in design to that which was held at Worcester last 
October, was also presented for consideration, and some conversation 
ensued. But the lateness of the hour prevented any definite action, and 
after some remarks on the advantage of more frequent meetings of the 
Council, perhaps once in three montlis, it was 

“ Voted, that when the Council adjourn, it be to meet again on the 
Monday of Commencement week, at 3 o’clock, P. M., in this place, and 
that the Executive Cominittee send special notices to the members of 
the Council.” 

Av adjournment then took place. 


CeLEsraTion oF THE Lorp’s Supper.—On Thursday evening, 
June 1, religious services of a singularly impressive kind were attended 
in the Federal Street meeting-house. After the fatigue and excitement 
of the previous days it was a rest to the spirit, to engage in the usual 
simple exercises of worship and meditation that belong to the sanctuary, 
and then to unite with a large company of fellow-believers in com- 
memorating him, who gave his “life a ransom for many.” Prayer hav- 
ing been offered by Rev. Mr. Thompson of Salem, a Sermon was 
preached by Rey. Ephraim Peabody of New Bedford, upon Psalm xxxvii, 
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31., “The law of his God is in his heart.” After a brief allusion to 
the changes which the history of a single year must include, and the 
importance of our carrying from this season of anniversaries right 
principles to guide us through another year, Mr. Peabody proposed the 
inquiry,—By what rule should we live? A religious life, it will be ad- 
mitted, includes all real good. But what is a religious lite, or what 
constitutes it? If we Say, obedience to the Gospel, we give a true, but 
a vague answer. If we reply, obedience to the law of justice, truth 
aud mercy, we express a part, but not the whole of the truth; for a 
reference to the Divine Being must be included in a religious life. If 
we say, frequent and strong excitements of the religious feelings, we 
speak of what is inevitable, but we do not describe the whole nor the 
important part of a religious life; feeling and practice must be united. 
We must resort to the description of a righteous man given in the text. 
First, he is governed by a law; secondly, it is the law of God; thirdly, 
jit is in his heart—he serves God asa child. The religious life is the 
living with a filial and perpetual reference to the Divine approval. This 
idea it was the object of the discourse to illustrate. Let us at any time 
take the duty immediate ly before us, and inquire, what does God re- 
quire here, what will he approve? So does the discharge of that duty 
become a religious act. And a religious life is made up of a series of 
such acts. God would have us to be his children; he is a true child 
of God, who when tempted by passion or gain, asks, what wouldst thou 
have me to feel, or to do here, in this case? This is living with God. 
This is the true life of prayer. Here do we discover a rule, simple, yet 
all-embracing—a principle from which flows all the satisfaction we 
need ; as from some lake reposing amidst the mountains, art, ascending, 
guides the abundant stream, and distributes it to the inhabitants of the 
thirsting city below. Let him who would lead a religious life remem- 
ber the presence of God, and inquire after his will. So doing, he will 
live in the light of that presence, and have no fear, either of man or of 
the future. The law of his God is in his heart. Religion is often rep- 
resented as gloom and terror, denunciation and pain; men are driven 
to religion by their fears. But a religious soul is a soul in its best and 
happiest state. Must we not be grateful to him who has revealed to us 
the future, who holds out a light to guide us, and lets us look and lean 
ou him? We may go tohim asa Father. It is happiness to obey the 
good and merciful law of God. The discourse, in conclusion, noticed 
the pertinency of the subject to the occasion; when we had met to 
celebrate him whose meat it was to do his Father’s will, who was one 
with God, and who prayed that we might be one with him. To minis- 
ters of Christ especially did it address itself. Last year others were 


with us. They now in heaven serve him whom they rejoiced to serve 
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on earth. Next year will witness other changes. Let the certainties 
and uncertainties of life make us faithful, and among the symbols of 
the Supper let us dedicate ourselves anew to duty. 

After the sermon the Lord’s Supper was administered to the com- 
municants from different churches, who filled the floor of the house. 
There must have been between five and six hundred present. An ad- 
dress was made by Rey. Mr. Lincoln of Fitchburg, prayer was offered 
and the bread broken by Rev. Mr. Miles, of Lowell, and prayer offered 
before the distribution of the wine by Rey. Dr. Parkman, of Boston. The 
whole service was of a character to send both ministers and people 
home, from their social rejoicings to their several spheres of labour, with 
a solemn feeling of responsibleness for the privileges with which they 


are entrusted and the relations they are permitted to sustain. 


Evanceticat Misstonary Socrety.—The Annual Meeting of this 
Society fell, according to usage, on the Thursday of the Anniversary 
week ; but in consequence of the occupation of the Berry Street Vestry 
and the engagement of the clerical members of the Society at that time, 
it was deferred till Thursday, June 8, when the election of Officers took 
place, viz., Hon. Richard Sullivan, President, in the place of Hon. P. O. 
Thacher, deceased; Rev. Charles Lowell, D. D., Vice President: Rey. 
Chandler Robbins, Secretary ; Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, Treasurer ; Benja- 
min Guild, Esq., Rev. Francis Parkman, D. D., Rev. Samuel sarrett, 
with the Secretary and Treasurer, Executive Committee. The Board of 
Trustees chosen the last year were ret lected. About =1400 had been 


appropriated within the year. 


Prison Disciptine Socrety.—We have endeavoured to give accu- 
rate and full accounts of meetings conducted wholly, or in large part, 
' 


by Unitarians, ‘There were other meetings in which members of our 


denomination participated to some extent, and in which our readers 


may feel an interest. Of these we can only abridge what we find in 
other jour . d must study brevi 

The Prison Discipline Society met tor the celebration of its eighteenth 
anniversary in P st t meet vise on ‘Tuesday forenoon, May 


Bannister presided. Prayer was offered, and the 
Scriptures read, by Rev. Mr. Child, of Norwich, Conn. The Treasurer's 
Report ex ubited the rece ts ol the last vear as S4e6004: the expendi- 


tures as $4011.61. The Sx ‘retary, Rev. Louis Dwight, read an abstract 
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of his Annual Report, itself longer than the Reports of most other Soci- 
eties, but excusably so, as it embodied a large amount of information, 


and as the collecting of this information by the personal labours of the 


Secretary and its subsequent diffusion by means of the Report consti- 
tute the principal part of the Society’s action. The Report this year 
treated of Lunatic Asylums, as they now exist in the United States, 
showing the interest that had been awakened on the subject; of Houses 
for the Reformation of Juvenile Offenders ; of County Prisons; of State 
Prisons ; and of the merits of the system of solitary confinement adopt- 
ed in the Philadelphia penitentiary, and generally known under the 
name of the Pennsylvania system. Of this system Mr. Dwight has long 
been the strenuous opposer, and he loses no opportunity of setting forth 
its evils. In the present Report it was his object to show that it had 
failed in the several points on which its suecess had been predicted by 
its friends, viz., in preventing evil communications between prisoners, 
in deterring from crime and preventing recommitments, in its effects 
upon health and lite, and upon the mind of the criminal, whom it had 
ina frightful number of instances driven to insanity, in enabling a 
prison to furnish the means of its own support, and in recommending 
itself to general favor, so as to secure its extension throughout the 
country. 

After this document had been read, the time did not allow of long or 
numerous speeches. Rey. Mr. Fowler of Fall River offered the mo- 
motion for the acceptance and publication of the Report. Samuel E, 
Coues, Esq. of Portsmouth, N. H., and Rev. Gorham Abbott of Boston, 
supported the following resolution, which was adopted; and which, 
we presume expresses the principles which this Society labors to intro- 
duce into general practice :— 

“ Resolved, that the Bible, the chapel, the chaplain, the Sabbath school- 
room, the Sabbath school teacher; reading the Scriptures morning and 
evening, accompanied with singing and prayer in the chapel; faithful 
religious conversation with the prisoners by the officers and others who 
have a heart for it; visiting the prisoners; solitary confinement at night; 
the constant superintendence of humble, faithtul and pious officers; 
pure air, good light, wholesome food, careful attention to the sick, mild 
punishments for misdemeanors, cleanliness, order, obedience, intelli- 
gent superintendence, careful inspection, full accounts in Annual Re- 
ports, are the means which we approve in Prison Discipline.” 





MassacnusetTts Cortonization Socrety.—This Society held its 
meeting in the Central church in Winter Street, on Wednesday after- 
noon, May 31, Hon. W. B. Bannister, of Newburyport, presiding. After 
prayer by Rev. Dr. Dana of Newburyport, the Annual Report was read 
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by Rev. Mr. Tracy, the Secretary. It showed that more had been done 
for Colonization in this Commonwealth within the last year than for 
some time previous, though there is still a great amount of apathy and 
prejudice to be overcome. Something had been ¢ flected by travelling 
Agents. A central otlice had beeu ope ned in Boston. The whole sum 
raised within the State the last year for the purposes of Colonization 
was estimated at $1814,13,0f which a large part had been paid directly 
to the parent Society at Washington. A brief sketch was then given 
of the history of the American Colonization Society during the past 
year. Its resources were thus described: 

“ Donations and subscriptions from the Free States, $5276.23; from 
the Slave-holding States, S5461,89; legacies, appropriations by masters 
for the colonization of slaves whom they emancipated, aud other sitni- 
lar sources, 84910; total from the Slave-holding States, $10,371.89; 
total from all the States, $15,6428,12; from the Colonial store and Afri- 
ean Repository, about $11,000; making the whole income between 
$26,000 and $27,000.” 

This does not however represent the amount contributed for this ob- 
ject in the United States, for some of the State Societies retain the dis- 
posal of their funds in their own hands. 

“Of the State Societies which expend their funds on their own colo- 
nies, that of i nnsylvania raised $4531 50; that of New y ork, for the 
year ending in May, 1842, S9098,06; that of Maryland, about $12,500; 
that of Mississippi and Louisiana, probably about $4500. Making the 
whole sum raised by contributions, subscriptions, and the like, for 
Colonization about 847,000: of which about S20,.000 were from the 
Free, and $27,000 from the Slave-holding States. The income from 
the Colonial store and other sources will raise the whole amount as 
high as S60,000.” 

Emigration to Liberia had been conducted the last year with pru- 
dence and success: 

“Two companies of emigrants had been sent out; the first in August, 
consisting of 234 persons, among whom were 79, formerly slaves of 
John M’ Donough, Esq. near New Orleans; the second in December, con- 
sisting of 18 emancipated by W. b. Lynch, Esq., of Virginia, who paid 
$500 towards their passage. Of the whole number, at least 157 were 
sluves, till emancipated tor the purpose of emigration. Another ship 
is soon to sail, with about 80 slaves emancipated by the will of Mrs. 
Read of Mississippi, and furnished with the means of emigration out 
of her estate.” 

The Liberian Colony was represented as being in a prosperous state 
—* fulfilling all reasonable expectations.” The testimony of impartial 
visitors confirms the belief, that it is growing in intelligence and ability, 
and is “ well adapted to promote civilization and Christianity in Africa.” 
The mortality decreases with the progress of the settlement. It is 
deemed important that the Colony should possess the whole line of 
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coast from Cape Mount to Cape Palmas—a distance of two hundred 
miles—both as a means of excluding the slave-trade, and as a security 
against collision with any European power that might hereafter desire 
to make a settlement within those limits. $20,000 would be necessary 
to effect this object, which the parent Society is attempting to raise. Its 
officers wish also to raise $40,000 for current expenses, and the New 
York and Connecticut State Societies have resolved to provide, of this 
sum, the former $10,000, and the latter $5000. 

After the Report was concluded, Rey. A. P. Peabody, of Portsmouth, 
N. H., moved that it be accepted and printed, and addressed the me et- 
ing. He was followed by Rev. Artemas Bullard, of Missouri, and Rev- 
R. R. Gurley, of Washington, Secretary of the American Society. The 
Report having been accepted, the Ofiicers of the Society were elected, 
viz., Hon. William B. Bannister of Newburyport, President ; Rev. Ebene- 
zer Burgess, D. D., Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., Rev. E. 5. Gannett, 
Hon. Simon Greenleaf, R. A. Chapman, Esq., Vice Presidents; Rev. 
Joseph Tracy, Corresponding Secretary und General gent ; Mr. E. Kim- 
ball, Treasurer; Rev. G. W. Blagden, Rev. William Hague, Rev. Par- 
sons Cook, Rev. B. B. Edwards, Rev. W. M. Rogers, J. V. C. Smith, 
M. D., Mr. Henry Edwards, Hon. Albert Fearing, Mr. 'T. R. Marvin, 


Manage rs. 


New Enetanp Anti-Stavery Convention.—This body held its 
meetings on Tuesday Wednesday, and Thursday of the anniversary 
week; during the day in the “ Miller Tabernacle” in Howard Street, and 
on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings in Faneuil Hall. We derive our 
knowledge of its proceedings from the Liberator, which remarks that 
“the average number in attendance was upwards of two thousand; and 
on two occasions more than three thousand.” The same paper ob- 
serves, that “on this occasion the Convention far transcended itself at 
any former period, whether regard be had to the numbers in attendance, 
the freedom and vigor of thought and speech, the spirit of self-devo- 
tion, or the radical propositions brought forward for discussion.” The 
Convention was organized by the choice of Edmund Quincy of Ded- 
ham as President, of eight Vice Presidents, and of W. A. White, Eliza 
J. Kenney, and W. P. Atkinson as Secretaries. We do not clearly un- 
derstand what resolutions were adopted. Several were offered, that 
were as violent in their tone as they were “ radical” in their design; es- 
pecially a series of declarations proposed by 8. 8. Foster, of New Hamp- 
shire, denouncing “the clergy and sectarian corporations or existing 
church of this country,” as the enemies of human freedom, and obsta- 
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cles in the way of the Anti-Slavery cause, “as well as of every other 
righteous reform ;” affirming that “Christianity can know the clerical 
prote ssion only as its mcorrigipic enemy, W K it must and will de- 


stroy, as it will every other form of usurpation, despotism and sla- 


very ;” and advising that “as the American chureh and clergy are 


the bulwarks of American Slavery,” “the tremendous engines of truth 
and love should be brought to bear upon these bulwarks, and level 
them forever with the dust.” Thes resol ons gave rise to a debate 
continued through successive sess s, but appear to have been finally 
laid upon the table. The san person « ( resolution in Faneuil 
Hall in these terms, “that t North cit s who act in con- 
cert with tl Whig or Det on il | ty. ico on 8 

tain the FY ! compact, are slay ers; : ’ ve forteited 
all claim to be regarded as Cliristian, or even as est men;” but we 
do not learn whether it was accepted by the meeting. A Committee 
Was appointed to “draw up an address to Jolin ‘I r, President of the 
United States, urging him to emancipate his slaves;” and another 


Committee, to present the Address on his visit to this city. An “ Ad- 


dress to the Slaves of the United States” was read to the meeting in 
Faneuil Hall, by W. L. Garrison, and was “unanimously adopted.” It 
has since been published, and fills three columns of the Liberator. A 
“ Declaration ” was read and d iL d by the ¢ onvention, the pith of 
which may be given in a single sentence—that “in general, wherever 
the government of this country is the support or the defender of 
Slavery, we do maintain that it contradicts the true spirit in which it 
was founded, and do decla I t thie iv re not subject to its au- 
thority, and will not obey its commands.” The World’s Anti-Slavery 
Convention called to meet in London t Ss \ r was condemned, as 


well as the former “ World's Convention” of 1240, because the call “ex- 
pressly excludes one half of the American Abolitionists from a seat ;” 
that is, we suppose, confines the members of the Convention to one 
se xX, Several resolutions were p ssed In respect to methods of extend- 
ing the Anti-Slavery movement. At the meetings in Faneuil Hall the 
speake rs were William A. White. Edmund Quincy, and St phe n &. 
Fosier; William L. Garrison, Charles L. Remond, William H. Chan- 
ning, Frederic Douglas, and Wendell Phillips. The exercises, both at 
the Hall and the Taber acle, were enlivened by songs from “the Hutch- 


insons.” 


Massacuusetts Temperance Unton.—This body celebrated their 
fifth anniversary in the Marlboro’ Chapel, on Tuesday evening, the 


‘ 


President, Rev. G. B. Perry, presiding. Atter prayer by Rev. Dr. 
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Humphrey of Amherst, N. Crosby Esq., the Secretary and principal 
Agent, read the Annual Report. “'The leading events noticed in the his- 
tory of the last year’s operations were the formation of a State Washing- 
tonian Society,” which was not considered a sufficient reason for dissolv- 


ing the “Union,” as the spheres of action of the two organizations are 


different ; “the appeal of the Executive Committee for funds; and the 
appeal made to the Legislature for the repeal of the License Law,” 
which had been met by an opposing remonstrance. The Union “had 
strenuously resist d the doctrine, that moral means should be employ- 
ed, to the exclusion of all legal ones, in the cause of temperance.” Seve- 
ral prosecuti ns te violations of the Lice lise I iw had been cor ducted 
to a successful issue within the last year—The meeting was then ad- 
dressed by Rev. N. Colver of Boston: Rey. E. N. Kirk of Boston, who 
“detended | Slative ction, as a means of hastening the triumph of 
temperance ;” and Col. Leliimanowsky, a Pole, formerly an officer in 
Bonaparte’s Army, but now an Evangelical Lutheran missionary in 
Indiana, who was introduced by Rev. Dr. Pierce of Brookline, and 
after giving an account ot the € xposures al d sufle rings he had under- 


ao . : 
gone in different Campaigns, state hat. the 


t 1 
till, at 


lh now about seventy years 


of age, “le had never tasted a drop of ardent spirits in his life.” 


Massacuvuserts Hisroricat Society.—This Society adopted a very 
ppropriate mode of celebrating an occasion, the recurrence of which 
would not have been known perhaps to one in a thousand of our com- 
munity, but for the publie services which they provided. The Confede- 
ration of the four New England Colonies of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and New Haven was formed two hundred years ago, and 
the articles were signed at Boston, May 29, 1643. It continued for more 


than thirty years, though during the latter part of that period it was 


rather a name than a reality. Its origin and its effects give it historical 
importance. The Second Centennial Anniversary of its formation was 
observed by the Massachusetts Historical Soci ty, who invited Hon. 
John Q. Adams to deliver an Address on Monday, May 29, 1843. The 
venerable statesinan performed the service they requested with a physi- 
cal as well as mental vigour that might put to shame many who had 
not counted half his years. The Address was delivered in the First 
church in Boston, which was filled,—the galleries with ladies, the floor 
of the house with members of the Society and other gentlemen. 
Delegations attended from the Historical Societies of other New Eng- 
land States and of New York. Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Froth- 


ingham, and psalms were sung from the Vew England Version of 1640. 
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Mr. Adams’s Address, as delivered, occupied more than an hour and a 
half. He described the principles out of which grew the settlement of 
New England, pronouncing the primary cause to have been “ religion— 
the Christian religion purified and refined from corruption by the fires 
of persecution ;” vindicated the course which the early settlers pursued 
towards the Indians, and contrasted it with the treatment they have re- 
ceived from our government of late years; sketched the early history of 
each of the Colonies which entered into the Confederation ; noticed the 
circumstances which led to the settlement of the Rhode Island Colony ; 
spoke in severe termns of Roger Williams, whom he described as “ the 
impersonation of that spirit of conscientious contentiousness, which 
characterised the English Puritans of the 17th century ;” considered 
the motives and objects of the Confederation; and ended by declaring, 
that, as the North American Union is founded on the natural equality of 
man, of which the two pillars are civil and religious liberty, so for that 
foundation this “ Union, through whatever conditions or whatever suc- 
cession of ages it is destined to pass, is indebted to the Puritan Fore- 


fathers of New England.” 


Notice.—When at the close of our last number we promised a sup- 
plement, to contain the intelligence that would be furnished by the an- 
niversary week, we had made but a hasty calculation of the amount of 
matter we should have upon our hands. It has far exceeded our ex- 
pectation, and this circumstance, together with our engagements and 
some unavoidable interruptions at the printing-office, must be our 
apology for the delay in the appearance of this intelligence. We are 
obliged also, by the same causes, to ask our subscribers to wait a few 
days for the publication of the July number; but when they consider 
that the Publisher of the Miscellany has now given thirty-six full pages 
beyond the usual size of a volume, without any additional cost to them, 
though at an expense of nearly fifty dollars to himself, we think they 
will not complain, if in this instance we transgress our rule of punctu- 
ality. 

We had hoped to include within this Supplement notices of all the 
meetings of the anniversary week; but the briefest sketch of the meet- 
ings held by the Trinitarian Congregationalists and the Baptists would 
cover three or four pages, and having already gone so far beyond our 
first intention, we must defer an account of their proceedings. 


Ep. Misc. 
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